




















Studs Up needs YOU! 


The decision had been made within five minutes of the final whistle. You know which 
one. That final whistle at the MCG. SU28 would be encased in black as a permanent 
reminder of thal game. For a few hours we even toyed with the idea of winding up SU. 

But with a good night's sleep and a healthy dose of vitamin B came the realisation that 
Australian soccer needs Studs Up perhaps more than ever before. 
And that is really saying something, 


After three years and twenty-seven issues it was expected that Studs Up would be ready 
to lie down, content with the state of the game in Australia. After all, back in issue number 
one we told the ASF exactly what was wrong with the game and how to fix it! 

Well, not quite, but when we first went into print in 1994 it was because of the state of the 
game as a whole in Australia. Not only was the standard of play poor, but the administration 
was possibly at its lowest performance level ever, with regular punch-ups on the terraces 
and surrounding streets, and worst of all, we hadn't made the World Cup finals for 20 years. 


so, what's changed? Well, David Hill has shaken some life into the administrative side of 
things, but he certainly hasn't been able to stem the massive exodus of players overseas, 
resulting in a standard of football which is rarely better than that of three years ago. 
As in 1994, there are four, maybe five teams you would regularly like to see play, but if 
soccer Australia want to know why Joe Public won't pay $12 to stand on concrete (exposed 
to the elements) to watch a couple of ordinary teams then its time they got out of their 
corporate boxes and tried doing exactly that for a few weeks. 
The ethnic violence factor has hardly been eliminated, but there appears to be a greater 
awareness amongst the hooligans as to what damage their actions cause. After witnessing 
at the MCG what REAL support can achieve, perhaps there may be a change of attitude. 


While SU may have started out with a series of elongated whinges it quickly became 
apparent that we were filling a void for a vast number of soccer enthusiasts who were willing 
to devote their time to contribute articles, news, opinions and a hell of a lot of archive 
material. When OzSoccer hit cyberspace it also quickly became a forum for informed 
debate and as the power of the Internet increases, so the number of fans 'networked’ will 
also increase. Studs Up will also be entering the electronic arena in the coming weeks and 
we look forward to encouraging a whole new breed of contributors. Since SU began a 
number of our regular contributors have gone on to have articles printed in a variety of 
publications including ABSW, Total Sport, Max, Soccer Australia, and numerous Ericsson 
Cup matchday programmes. Some of them have even been paid for their efforts. 


Despite a meagre print run of only 150 or so (why so few?), Studs Up has so far 
managed to 'network' a vast number of soccer junkies and wield an influence far out- 
weighing its circulation. VVith the work of all the fans (particularly Greg Baxter and the 
OzSoccer mailing list) Oz fans are now in a position to form a highly effective lobby group. 


Of course it would be easy for us to say “Tell all your frends to send us thirty bucks" but 
the main point of Studs Up has always been to provide fans with a forum where they can 
openly discuss the game's problems and possible solutions, particularly in areas which have 
traditionally been taboo in the domestic soccer publications. 


At the National Soccer Summit in 1995 we told the delegation "To fail to qualify (for 
France) would be to invile rebellion". Given the state of the game, non-qualification for 
France is no longer the only reason to invite rebellion 
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and talking soccer between gulp s of alcohol, — 
Therefore, no offense or offence is intended and none should be taken. Enjoy! 


In this issue: 

03 - Australian soccer was a winner - Regardless of what the critics might say 

04 - The buck must stop with Venables - As much as we hate to say this... 

05 - and the players, fans and administrators - Yep, it's one in, all in 

06 - Confederations Cup - Australia exceeds all expectations 

40 - Looking for Mr Right. - Anthony Ferguson assesses the hopefuls. 

41 - Calling all clubs - Applications for the 'new look’ Ericsson Cup close January 9 

42 - Aussie needs Auckland - Paul Moon reckons we need them as much as they need us! 
44 - Schizophrenia Rules! - No fun but plenty of games at Bob Jane Stadium 

45 - Windmilled - the 1997 WA Premier League seson - Sharlais Mullin has a tale to tell 
47 - From SuperMac to Siasia - How will NSL clubs react to changes in foreigner rules? 
48 - "| just wish my kids would stop crying” - George Negus speaks to 5AA 

20 - What if they all came back? - Just imagine our top fifty players came home! 

22 - Matildas Report - An Australian side wins an international tournament! 

23 - World Cup Diary - Anthony Ferguson chronicles the off-field activities 

26 - Dear Studs Up - No prizes for guessing the main topic this month. 

30 - Australia under Venables - Full 1997 results, scorers, line-ups since Tunisia. 

31 - Last chance for a survey response - so stop effing about and mail one in! 

32 - Excuse me David, could | ask you something? - Some questions are even serious! 
33 - Mission 2000 - The project is underway as the initial train-on squad is announced 

34 - Did that REALLY matter? - Should Ken Worden be the next Socceroos coach? 

36 - Get the book out - So jam-packed we've had to spill over on to other pages! 

38 - Bulletin Board - Another page which has spilled on to others... 

40 - Look out for.... - Chile, Japan, South Korea, Brazil's Olympic team and.... 


Once again this is a bit late getting to you but this time it is for slightly different reasons. 
This issue is likely to be the first to be transmitted electronically so first of all we wanted 
to sret it right. Secondly we needed to reassess where SU Is headed over the next four 
years. For that reason the producton process is different but that is certain to change again 
(radically?) over the coming months. Ideas are welcome. And help!!! 
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Australian soccer was a winner 


The myth has been exploded. The contention that Melbourne's soccer community were 
unwilling to watch the Socceroos in large numbers was dispelled by an official attendance 
figure of 85,022. It may not have topped the 90,000 mark or even the magic hundred, but 


MCG veterans were forced to admit they had never heard the national anthem sung with 
such fervour. 


Not surprising really, with Melbourne embracing the game long before ou 
known, but once the first leg had finished 1-1 the game simply bensina the homeak iat i 
town. The match attracted unprecedented media attention, with even the talkback kings 
unable to avoid the match. For example, 3AW’s Neil Mitchell was keen to discuss the ‘noise’ 
debate, inviting listeners to comment on whether the MCC should allow drums, horns etc. for 
the big maich. Naturally, an ignorant South Melbourne resident got on the blower and had a 
good whinge about the damage in Clarendon St. last year, complaining that the noise from 
the 5,000 capacity (!?7!) Bob Jane Stadium was "unbearable" on match days. 

But overall the response to the game was so positive the general public just couldn't 
resist it. The local press went apeshit, especially after the 1-1 draw in the first leg and it 
seemed (almost) everybody in town wanted to join the (expected) party. | 


None more so than the true believers who made the pilgrimage to the Cricketers Arms 
Hotel in Punt Rd during the afternoon. Management were adamant that it was one of the 
busiest days in the pub's long history of dealing with major events (such as dozens of AFL 
Grand Finals and one-day cricket matches). 

_ At this point we should say thanks to all the subscribers who dropped in throughout the 
day, and it was just brilliant to see so many people finally able to put faces to names Not to 
mention all the other regular Socceroo followers who always make it to the final qualifier, 


After a short burst of rain, the beer garden was the place to be with just enough room to 
bend your elbows while out the front it resembled few other sights in drinking history. 
The front bar was chockers with about another four or five hundred in the adjacent street 
amongst the barbecues. Full marks to the staff of the Cricketers for coping as well as they 
did, given the almost perfect drinking conditions. To say the throng drunk the pub dry would 
be exaggerating a touch but with stocks of canned beer at a critical level the management 
wisely decided not to distribute glass and call it a night at 8:00pm. Unfortunately that meant 
a lot of meet-you-back-there's weren't kept, but given the sour mood of most of the crowd it 
was probably safer that many fans just buggered off home or back to their motels. 


It was such a tragic way to end what had been close to the perfect day. The behaviour of 
the crowd was such that the only arrest we are aware of resulted from the 'net' incident 
although we believe about three or four were ejected from the stadium for minor offences. 
Certainly far fewer arrests than a one-day cricket match and probably far fewer ejections 
than a big AFL match. Okay, there were a few flares. It was to be expected, and the booing 
during the Iranian national anthem came in for some criticism, but all's fair in love and war 
and plenty of British and European migrants will tell you that the atmosphere at the MCG on 
November 29 was equal to anything they have felt at Wembley or Rome's Olympic Stadium. 


lf any other capital city was thinking of hosting the final WC qualifier in 2001, forget it. The 
MCG will surely see a ‘twice in a lifetime’ experience, We can hardly wait. | 





"A man with millions of business ideas in his head can never be stable and clear in 
discharging his responsibilities as a football manager" - A Bola (Portgual), 1994 


The buck must stop with Venables 


As in 1993, it was appropriate that SBS chose the Talking Heads standard “We're on the 
road to nowhere" as the closing music for their telecast. Once again Oz fans walked away 
from a World Cup qualifier with the knowledge that the passports can go back in the drawer, 
but unlike four years ago, this time the fans are determined to find a scapegoat. 

lt seems absurd that we are having to write this. Ajter all, had Australia shut up shop and 
won the game 2-0, or even gone on and won by 4-0 or 3-0, we would be waxing lyrical about 
the Socceroos and their marvellous mentor. But with eliminations come post-mortems and 
although we are writing this under emotional duress we must try and fathom exactly why 
Australia could not defeat one of Asia's best over two legs. 


SU has received dozens of calls since the MCG match, and everybody is keen to put 
forward their own theory. Obviously the greatest concern was the lack of match preparation, 
and Terry Venables himself was forced to admit that the lead-up to the game had been 
inadequate, yet he chose to blame the lack of competitive fixtures, claiming we would have 
been far better prepared had we competed in some other confederation's championship. It 
was a pathetic attempt to deflect blame, and while no SU representatives were able to gain 
access to the post-match press conference, it seems none of the journalists bothered to ask 
the obvious. 


When Venables was invited to 'coach' the Socceroos it was expected he would have the 
muscle to squeeze a few prestige friendlies, but in the eleven months available to organise 
serious practice matches he could only come up with Macedonia (ranked 90th), Hungary 
(71) and Tunisia (an over-inflated 20 something). This from a man who supposedly is on 
first name terms with most managers in Europe. Next..... 


While we understood that Venables was only required to spend four months of the year 
over here we certainly expected him to organise some minor camps in England or Europe, 
even if only twelve or fourteen could make it. Even if little training was done, it would have 
been a nice opportunity for Venables to run through some of the videos he has supposedly 
been watching, giving key Socceroo squad members the opportunity to see a game through 
Terry's eyes, as it were. 

Additionally, there is no doubt that Venables likes lots of things on his plate at once but it 
is doubtful whether the well publicised court cases helped his frame of thinking. And the 
‘Portsmouth Affair’ was just coming to a head as he arrived at the MCG, but as we said 
earlier we were only twenty minutes from France and ready to sing his praises. 


Actually, Venables was lucky, Try watching the first leg against Iran just once more and 
convince me Iran shouldn't have won by a couple of goals. Fair dinkum, Bosnich was 
brilliant and the rest of the team gave 'em plenty in the opening thirty minutes but Iran were 
outstanding after half time, and they were without Bagheri. Just imagine... 

Venables was predictably cagey in the lead up to the second leg. Naturally he mentioned 
the obvious Iranian danger men, but there was little else in his comments that warranted 

rinting, 
i By the end of the second leg we were convinced. Venables had not done his homework 
on either Australian or Asian football, and while he may or may not Know plenty about 
English and/or European football he simply didn't devote the necessary hours required to 
qualify for the World Cup next year. 
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and the players 
_ While the amount of money poured into the game in recent decades has thankfully 
allowed players to plan for their retirement, it seems to have clouded their judgement 
occasionally. 

Aurelio Vidmar is a prime example. He jumped at the opportunity of a big money transfer 
to Feyenoord and found himself doing push-ups with the reserves until he finally escaped to 
another big club off the African mainland where he still can't find first team football. Had 
either Viduka or Kewell been presented with such gifts in the first ten minutes of the MCG 
match we'd all be off down the travel agents, but to lay the blame solely at the feet of Vidmar 
would be unkind. 

There have been numerous examples of that type of scenario in recent years and it was 
hoped that Venables may have been able to offer some friendly advice to players who were 
affected by such a scene, and while we realise that this is stepping back into Stewart Report 
territory it must be made clear that if a problem can be solved in THE INTERESTS OF THE 
NATIONAL TEAM then that solution should be supported. 


One further point. Venables originally chose a squad of twenty-six, yet it was quite 
obvious that some of those chosen had no hope of getting on the park against Iran, even 
given the number of injury queries. The Okon factor still puzzles us. Was Venables 
seriously giving Okon his first appearance in a ‘roo shirt since Ghana in 1995? Or was it just 
another one of those smokescreens. If Okon was actually being considered, it would have 
done nothing for the focus of the other squad members. 


However, on the whole, it would be wrong to castigate the players for failing to qualify for 
the World Cup, because at the end of the day, you can always lose a game of football, even 
if you draw it. The players were magnificent, if a little lucky, in Tehran, while their first half 
performance in Melbourne will live forever with anyone who witnessed it. Not since Canada 
in 1993 has an Australian side ripped the opposition apart with such monotonous regularity 
for 45 minutes without producing a cricket score. It was a performance which truly captured 
the imagination of the nation, 


and the fans 


And the people in the stands, all 85,000 of them (give or take a few thousand), and while 
the reception, the national anthem, and the first half were memorable, the aura of pessimism 
which engulfed the stadium when Bagheri scored was tangible. 

Many fans we have spoken to since have expressed their sense of resignation, almost 
expecting a second Iranian goal. One wonders whether this feeling was picked up by the 
Australian players, but either way, it should never have happened. The crowd should have 
responded positively to Iran's freak opener, urging Australia to ignore the defensive 
aberration and concentrate on the task at hand. To bury Iran. 


and the administrators 


It really does take a national effort over a period of time to achieve a spot in the World 
Cup finals. As the Venables experiment has shown, money can't buy a spot in the finals, 
and the only way to ensure Australia can qualify for the finals on a regular basis is to ensure 
all administrators are working towards a common goal. Within weeks of the Iran disaster the 
state federations (and Ray Gatt) already have David Hill and others in their sights and we 
can no doubt get set for another furious round of accusations and counter accusations over 
the coming months. Some people never learn. 








1997 Confederations Cup 
A permanent place in history 


Way back in SU1 we pointed out that Australia would have a nice convenient entry to this 
tournament if the Oceania administrators got off their bums and lobbied a bit. 

Despite the efforts of David Hill, Oceania was granted full confederation status and voila! 
Oz is mixing it with the big boys after all. 

Luck didn't quite go our way with the draw but either way we were going to find out our 
true standing in world soccer. The nation held its breath, and hoped. They got more than 
they bargained for, and over the next few pages we'll try and analyse exactly what the nation 
did get. 

Node: Figures in brackets indicate: accurate passes / inaccurate passes / headers / tackles) 


Australia 

The lead-up was drenched with self-doubt following that match at the G and for a while 
there were doubts surrounding the participation of certain Socceroos. Lazaridis was told by 
Hammers club boss Harry Redknapp that he wouldn't be going to Riyadh after club doctors 
diagnosed him as unfit to travel in a plane, while Bosnich was given permission to arrive late 
so he could play for Aston Villa in the UEFA Cup. 

Wolves manager Mark McGhee spat the dummy after being told that Kevin Muscat 
wouldn't be afforded the same privilege, Well, Wolves just happened to be preparing to play 
at Portsmouth, didn't they. Harry Kewell then withdrew with a leg injury but eventually turned 
up to be the matchwinner everyone was hoping for. 


Mexico 

Australia's most important result since 1988, when the ‘roos beat the Argies 4-1. With 
Mexico ranked number 11 In the world the history books won't lie, although Australia’s 
jubilation at the final score would have been dulled just slightly by the absence of Mexican 
stars Jorge Campos, Benjamin Galindo, Alberto Garcia Aspe, Alberto Coyote and Carlos 
Hermosillo. Mexico even showed Oz the disrespect of leaving Luis Hernandez and Luis 
Garcia on the bench until half-time, but even when the dynamic duo were introduced the Oz 
backline coped with just about everything until Kalac gave away an iffy penalty (foul on 
Ramirez) and Hernandez converted to give the Mexicans a sniff with ten minutes to go, 

Viduka gave the scoreboard attendant his first piece of work for the match on the stroke 
of half-time with a goal which showed exactly why he is making major headway in Europe. 
The through ball from Foster was certainly played into a very dangerous area, but the way 
Viduka bulldozed his way past Suarez and managed to toe-poke the ball past the oncoming 
Sanchez was pure class. He will not stay in Zagreb much longer. 

Tobin and Zelic could have doubled the lead but John Aloisi deserved the honour when 
cutting back between two defenders and smacking the ball home. I'm sure everyone had 
the same thought when Hernandez scored from the spot, but Australia deserved to win and 
the crucial third goal from Mori, after a perfect cross from Foster, was no more than Australia 
deserved. The stats told a slightly different story, with Mexico having eight attempts on goal 
to Australia's six, but Kalac was only forced into two difficult saves and the clinical finishing 
of the Australians made them worthy winners. Aurelio Vidmar's form in midfield (12/4/0/1) 
resulted in his non-appearance after half-time, but Foster (43/9/2/7) and Zelic (38/6/6/6) had 
excellent games while Horvat (28/4/4/1), Tobin (29/1/10/4) and Lazaridis (26/9/2/12) also 
deserve a mention. 


Pity the result didn't ignite the Oz media. Okay, they were mildly pleased but most 
columnists preferred the line “Yeah, but we're still not going to France". Too bad, killjoys! 
SU reckons the nation got excellent value for the win, but the full value of the win will only 
become apparent later, when the calculations for FIFA rating points are undertaken. 


6 


Brazil 


And the calculations for this one as well. Did we just say the Mexico resu 

important since 1988? Sorry, we'll try again. A 0-0 draw with the number ts pete —_ 
neutral territory must be the greatest result in Australian soccer history. Some fans may 
argue that without Dunga and Romario, Brazil are not at full strength. In modern da 
football, any team you care to mention is rarely at full strength, so the sthiavenant 
Australia in holding the world champions to a 0-0 draw cannot be overstated, ; 

The media were quick to point out that this was the first time Brazil had been held 
scoreless since the Gold Cup final in January 1996 (a 0-2 loss to Mexico). SU would like to 
add that Brazil effectively fielded its Olympic combination in that tournament so as far as we 
are concerned this was the first time a full strength Brazil team had been held scoreless 3 
since the 1994 World Cup final. The reaction back in Brazil was predictably hostile and one 
senses this result motivated Brazil even further in the final. Whoops... 
| Bosnich was sensational, saving from Ronaldo on a number of occasions as well as 
dening Bebeto and others, and was only beaten the once when a drive from Flavio 
Conceicao hit the upright. The defensive triangle of Horvat (19/2/8/2), Tobin (8/3/71 2/5) and 


lvanovic (15/3/3/2) was quite magnificent, and have collecti i 
sia: oe , ectively achieved ' 
individuals can take to the grave. y ed something few 


Mario Zagalo claimed his goalkeeper Dida was a spectator, and although Taffarel's 
understudy was called upon to make an important stop from Viduka (11/4/11/1) Zagalo was 
Just about right. Brazil won the corner count 8-2 and had nine attempts on goal to Australia’ 
four. ie : 

The Oz midfield of Zelic (16/10/8/6), Foster (29/6/3/2) and Vidmar (11/1/3/2) was 
completely outclassed although given the quality of opposition there is certainly no need for 
castigation. But Australia, having had no luck at the MCG. deserved a fair slice here and the 
defence was smart enough to catch Brazil offside eight times so if we can't make a name for 
ourselves in France, at least we have done so in Saudi Arabia. 

| When Ronaldo arrived in Riyadh he said to the press that “Australia, on their recent form 
will be a tough opponent to play against.” Most of us scoffed and put it down to simple <_< 
diplomacy. Maybe the world's greatest player Knew more than we thought he did! | 


Note: Brazil entered the game having equalled the world record of fourteen consecutive 
intermational victories. Following this draw it is a record (hey will share with..... Australia! 


Saudi Arabia 


Okay, so Venables’ unbeaten record (of sixteen matches) had to end | 
serious questions need to be asked about this one. It was eb ironic Gettin ee ‘ 
came against Asian opposition, and while Australia must have been fairly confident of Brazil 
beating Mexico - and therefore handing us a free walk to the semi finals - if was disturbing 
that Australia couldn't put the Asian nightmare in the past. Sure, Viduka (5/2/3/0) and Kewell 
(9/1 (3/0) looked likely to score when they replaced Mori (17/2/5/0) and Aloisi (22/1/1/0) 
oe vers vat ot Viduka even hit the bar in the dying minutes, but Saudi Arabia 

| oré Oesperate (understandab! ical ri 

Inder lene ( ndable) and even appeared tactically superior (not so 


Remember, this was a team which our national coachin 
( 3 g staff had supposedly been 
studying during the past three months, yet the Saudis put some excellent passages together 
and thoroughly deserved a goal from the series of four quick passes which saw sweeper Al- | 
Khilawi push the ball through Bosnich's legs. Bosnich saved the best chance of the second 


half as well when Sami Al-Jaber somehow volle | 7 
! yed the ball straight at him afte 
was ripped apart down the right flank. : tape 





Horvat (58/3/5/2) was booked for retarding Mehalel|, ensuring he would miss the semi 
final, while Ivanovic (44/0/4/6) was forced into a foul on Al-Jaber when the Saudis had men 
to spare during an excellent counter-attack. 

Foster (61/13/4/1), Zelic (59/11/7/6) and Lazaridis (55/1 1/5/4) all had plenty of the ball but 
the fact that Aloisi and Mori only had two attempts on goal between them suggests Australia 
got bogged down in midfield as much as the Saudis. 

Australia won the corner count 12-2 but rarely looked like converting, and it seems ages 
since we scored from a set piece. Given the number of matches at the top level which are 
decided by set pieces it seems strange Venables has yet to make his mark on the Australian 
team in this area, accepting that Zelic will have a shot or Zelic will have a shot. 

As for the corners and free-kicks on the flanks we're getting sick of the ball not getting 
past the first defender. 


In almost a replay of the post-lran press conference, Venables gave little indication that 
he knew what went wrong.... 

“In the second half | thought we played particularly well and | was confident we would 
score bul we didn't. That's football." 

Um, yes, but what about Saudi Arabia? 

"Saudi Arabia have never been a bad side, it was always going to be a hard game." 

Um yes, we know thai... 

"We got through to the semi-finals because of our first two results against Mexico and 
Brazil." 

Really, Sherlock? And what if Mexico had snatched a draw with Brazil? Would you 
perhaps have elaborated on the Saudi loss had we been heading home? 


One aspect of the match which really peeved SU was the non-appearance of Paul 
Trimboli. Having made the decision to rest/axe Aurelio, Venables chose Skoko (23/9/1/7) to 
‘replace’ him, with Slater (51/10/2/1) returning for Tony Vidmar in a re-shuffled defensive 
formation. Trimboli would eventually leave Saudi soil as the only Australian player not to 
take the field. For those of us fortunate enough to watch the little maestro on a regular 
basis, this was considered a crime. 


Ah well, the main thing is that we were into the semi finals. And to those who are 
wondering what the result may have been if Viduka and Kewell had started the match, 
tournaments are a squad game and both players needed to be rested. While the short term 
resull of this rotation was a loss to Saudi Arabia, the long-term benefits would be realised in 
spectacular fashion. 


Uruguay 

Having already made two BIG statements in this review (see Mexico and Brazil) we are 
reluctant to come out with another, but whichever way you look at it, this result sent Australia 
to its first ever major championship final at senior level, even if most of Uruguay's Olympic 
team were in the starting eleven. 

The suspension of Horvat due to consecutive yellow cards meant another reshuffle at the 
back with Muscat coming in for his first start since Tunis and the Vidmar brothers returning at 
{he expense of Slater and Skoko. 

Amongst the opposition was some pretty hot talent. Paolo Montero and Alvaro Recoba 
are household names in Italy, while Australia (well, Scheinflug and co.) had already seen 
what the likes of Zalayeta and Adinolfi were capable of during the WYC in Malaysia. 

The selection of Muscat (31/4/6/8) against a side such as Uruguay was always likely to 
produce some interesting clashes, and when he, Zalayeta and Mendez were all booked by 
Russian referee Nikolai Levnikov you could have goi pretty good odds at Sportsbook on both 
sides finishing with a full compliment of players. 


To be honest it was a pretty ordinary game, but semi finals are usually ti 
waffle on about how Uruguay had more attempts on goal (12-7), Se sratli et rahe Ye 
(29-21) would be to gloss over the fact that Australia created the better openings and just 
pein itl to win it in normal time, if not extra time. " i 
' Harry Kewell had attained superstar status after his exploits agains sq 
goal in this match has taken his profile even higher, Eighty eeniae ie ete ae ee 
surely expected to be another grinding scoreless period, Kewell cut inside from the right oe 
unleashed a left foot shot from twenty-five yards which Uruguayan 'keeper Claudio Flores 
wont want to see the video of. While obviously delighted with the result of his drive, even 
ait Ase ae Ro pase admit Flores should have prevented a goal. “iat oe 
ut Venables idn't care. “It's fantastic. The boys have done a magnificent ji 
deserve it. To play Brazil once is a thrill. To play thers again is going eg ini wee 
Spot on Tel, But not for Australia. i. 


Brazil 


Oz will now have to live with the largest defeat ever ina C i j 

: | } a Confederations Cup final. | ) 
saat ys probably hold on to for some years. Yep, it's as stark as that . er 
ultice to say Dunga was voted man of the match des rio a | | 
, de : pte Romario and Ronaldo both 
notching hat-tricks, Pele had expressed concerns that some of Brazil's earlier victories had 
been achieved through individual feats rather than a team performance. He needn't have 
bee Ssinsths ote glue that holds this current Brazilian unit together, dictating the pace 
© game and extracting the best from those around him. If D ir i 
should win the World Cup, Se 


Of course Brazil's job was made easier once Viduka was sh : r hi 
inexcusable Slash at the legs of Cafu, but Brazil would have won int Sale e/a 
had another busy game and Lazaridis (32/8/4/6) tried his guts out but the likes of Tobin 
(22/2/2/6), Ivanovic (22/4/4/4) and Foster (31/8/7/3) were literally over-run by the free- 
wheeling Brazilians. Still, some of Venables' match-ups were puzzling. Romario must have 
pinched himself when he realised he had Muscat (18/1/1/5) tracking him and duly found 
enough space to score twice from an unmarked position. 

Earlier it seemed that Bosnich was on a one man mission to deny Brazil. He pulled off a 
number of saves in the opening ten minutes with his double save from Romario and Juninho 
But once Brazil opened the scoring (and Viduka was shown the red card) they relaxed and 
proceded to make the Australian defence look amateurish. Ronaldo's first goal was a prime 
example, with Denilson pushing a harmless looking pass into the box but once. Horvat 


hesitated, Ronaldo swooped and rolled the ball slow! os 
corner. y across Bosnich and into the far 


| think we'd better stop here before the memories become too vivid. 


What now? 


One aspect of the post WC elimination debate which has confused SU is the constant 
talk that nothing is on the horizon until 2002. What utter bollocks! Surely these people 
realise that FIFA intend running the Confederations Cup every two years so Australia 
should certainly lobby the OFC to get another Oceania Cup organised for next year. 
Admittedly it will mean playing a batch of predictably one-sided fixtures, but we should 
certainly try and play the other Pacific nations as often as practicably possible. After all, it is 
in Australia's interest to ensure these minnow nations have the opportunity to learn from the 
big boys'. Then there is the tiny matter of the 2000 Olympics. Oh, but that isn't a senior 
tournament, is it? If you believe some scribes, that counts for nought. | 





Nigeria? South Africa? Benfica? 
Whatever the result, it seems Terry Venables won't be with the Socceroos much longer. 
Anthony Ferguson looks at who may and may not come under consideration. 


Looking for Mr Right ?? 


Psst, .... hey mate, looking for a cosy job down under? No questions asked, good 
money, flexible hours, only expectations are to produce the goods once every four years, 
and even if you cock it up, no-one really expects you fo succeed anyway. There's nothing 
quite so romantic as heroic failure. 


The above could well be an apt description of the selection criteria for the job of 
Socceroos coach. Let's face it, barring a miracle, El Tel will soon be packing his bags for 
greener pastures (he may well have gone by the time you read this), and Soccer Australia 
will probably soon be interviewing the likely suspects for the unenviable task of getting us 
into the World Cup in 2002 - God that sounds so far away it's rather depressing, 

Anyway, with that in mind, | sat down and turned my thoughts toward who the likely or 
potential applicants might be for the prospective job of new Socceroos coach. 
| divide my candidates here into the arbitrary lists of 'Foreigners' and ‘Locals’. 


FOREIGNERS 
It would certainly be difficult to find someone with the international pedigree and media 
presence of El Tel, but check out the credentials of this lot: 


Bora Milutinovic - Shame on you if you asked "who?". The multilingual Milutinivic is a 
seasoned campaigner in international football, with a track record second to none. 

He coached Costa Rica to the second round of the 1990 World Cup, beating Scotland en 
route, and took the USA to the same stage of the 1994 WC, knocking off fancied Colombia 
along the way. He topped this off by leading Mexico to France '98, so he knows a fair bit 
about getting his teams through the qualifying stages at least. Furthermore, he's currently 
available, as the fussy Mexicans sacked him after their final two academic qualifiers ended in 
disappointing draws, by their standards. 


Jack Charlton - | know he's retired but I'm sure big Jack couldn't resist the challenge of 
leading another unfancied third world soccer nation to the forefront of the world game 
Did wonders with the Republic of Ireland on limited resources, and the Socceroos are 
arguably of the same quality. (And the fishing isn’t half bad either! - Ed.) 


Graeme Souness - | know he's currently employed trying to sort out the mess at Benfica, 
but with Graeme's recent record I'm sure it won't be too long until) he's out of a job again. 
Has tenuous links with Australia as | recall his brother played in the NSL here. Whilst some 
may dismiss Souness's management record, let's not forget the Glasgow Rangers were in 
awful state before he took the club by the scruff of the neck and put them on the road to total 
domination in Scotland. One possible drawback is Souness's bullish, arrogant manner, which 
is sure to clash with Hill. Can't see those two getting on. 


Here's my dark horse, Valdeir Vierra - why not ? He did for Iran in four games what no- 
one's managed to do for the Socceroos in 24 years. He's just been dismissed by the totally 
ungrateful Iranians for Allah knows what reason. | can only think that it may have been his 
honest comments after the game in Melbourne, that we were the much better team and Iran 
didn't deserve to get the result they needed. Perhaps the Iranians, a very proud and 
nationalistic people, took offence at such a sympathetic response to the enemy. Whatever 
the reason, any man who can lead a side in such total dissaray as Iran through to France ‘98 
deserves our respect, 


10 


LOCALS 


_ Speaking personally | think it would be a backward step to go ba 

the great strides forward taken under El Tel. To me it would oe rrcct sis ees ed 
acceptance of the game as a second rate sport in Oz once again. But | could be uae | 
Goodness knows, Les Murray and co. certainly kicked up a stink when Tel was appaite 
rather than a local in the first place, so maybe they know better than I. | 


Frank Farina - The popular choice, and he's made it j 

vice, it pretty clear he wants the job at som 
stage. The time may well be nigh for Frank to stake his claim while memory of Biisbane'’s. 
superb championship victory is still fresh in everyone's mind. How he handles the current 
season may well play a major role in determining his long term potential as a coach. 


Les Scheinflug and Raul Blanco - |'l| condider these two together as their credentials are 
fairly similar. Both are technically foreigners, but they've been around Oz soccer lon ; 
enough to be considered locals. Les seems to have been around forever. /f my ‘ean 
serves me correctly, he has featured in every single Socceroo World Cup campaign tence 
1966) in either a playing or coaching capacity. Raul hasn't been around quite as long, but 
both have proved themselves more than adequately with the Socceroos youth and Olympic 
teams. Perhaps it is time for one of them to step forward and give the real job a shake. 


Zoran Matic - Did a wonderful job with Adelaide City and his local credentials are second to 


none. He also has the seemingly requisite foreign accent s 
none iC sported by all Socceroos coache 
in living memory (and | include El! Tel's cockney patter in that description). 


Branko Culina - Already taking the initial steps up the ladder toward Socceroo coaching 
siatus, Branko is probably more of a long term prospect, He's young in coaching terms but 
quite well spoken and astute. Did a pretty good job with Sydney United and currently has his 
work cut out trying to turn the Canberra Cosmos into a competitve side. Recent displays 
give some indication that he may well be doing it. 


My dark horse, Rale Rasic- well, he's still hanging around, he hasn't quite reached retire- 
ment age, and he s the only man who ever took us to the World Cup finals. | guess it's not a 
realistic proposition. I'm not sure how amicable his relationship with Soccer Australia is. 


Endnote - The constriction of space necessitated that | ignore the claims of other potential 


Socceroos coaches such as John Kosmina, Dave Mitchell and Mz ; 
, anfred Sci : | 
to anyone else | may have missed. ial aici cane 


CALLING ALL CLUBS!! - YOU HAD YOUR 
CHANCE 


Once again SocAus has called for applications from soccer clubs (or consortiums) to join 
the national league, and once again the 'must meet' criteria makes fascinating reading, 


"An ability to demonstrate suitable crowd attendance over the past two seasons 
* An ability to provide adequate seating for a minimum of 10,000 ; 
* An ability to demonstrate the club will he able to field a team that has the potential to 
perform to the standard of soccer played in the Ericsson Cup. 
* Accessibility to the public (public transport / parking) 


Applications closed January 9, And studying the 97/98 clubs it seems SocAus aren't too 
fussed if the rules are bent a little bit here and there. Even the BUS has nowhere near 
10,000 seats. When the Knights attract 10,000 (once a year if they're lucky) the traffic is 
| absolutely diabolical and there is no public transport after dark! ) 

So, should be some process! And decision! Given that Carlton have showed you don't have 
to be overly professional to give the championship a good shake in your first year, | 
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One of the biggest decisions to be made in the coming months is whether a 
team from New Zealand should be included in the Ericsson Cup. World Soccer's 
Oceania correspondent and NZ resident Paul Moon contributed the following 
article (reprinted with permission) to the excellent Kiwi fanzine ‘Sitter’. 


Aussie needs Auckland 


| realise | am being very unfashionable in confessing this, but | like Australians. 
The Aussies’ irreverent sense of humour appeals to me and | admire their optimism, their 
disinclination to compromise with the second rate and their generosity of spirit. According to 
many Australian soccer fans | have spoken to in recent months, that generosity of spirit 
alone is responsible for Soccer Australia not dismissing out of hand Auckland's bid to join 
their national league. 


For Auckland to be admitted to what is now known as the Ericsson Cup, they insist, would 
merely serve to strengthen the hand of the Socceroos’ greatest international rival. Although 
New Zealand should be flattered that some Aussies still regard us as a threat, a close look at 
the domestic scene across the ditch, and likely evolution of Ocker soccer in the coming 
years suggests that Australia may well need Auckland as equally urgently as we need it. 


Since the 1950s, Australian soccer has been dominated by ethnic clubs - clubs whose 
memberships consist almost exclusively of migrants from continental Europe. Whereas 
nobody has suggested this, in itself, is a bad thing, it has presented a huge handicap in 
promoting the sport to the Aussie general public. Any curious dinky di Australian sports fan 
walking into his neighbourhood soccer ground over the past four decades would be required 
to endure alienating experiences such as being surrounded by a horde of supporters waving 
ltalian flags, a match programme in Serbo-Croat, Greek dancing as halftime entertainment 
or public address announcements solely in Maltese. 


Most sinister though has been the insistence of migrants to express nationalistic political 
sentiment through these clubs. On numerous occasions, games have become excuses for 
Serbs to fight Croats, Greeks to battle with Macedonians and Turks to brawl with Greeks. 
Understandably there has been litile tolerance amongst the good citizens of Wagga Wagga 
and Wollongong for soccer fans continuing European tribal battles on Australian soll. . 

As a result, ‘old Australians’ tend to treat soccer with disdain. One of the nastier 
colloquialisms for the game, "wogball' was sufficiently commonplace to be included in the 
prestigious Macquarie dictionary. 


Australian soccer officials long ago identified "the ethnic stigma" as the major obstacle to 
the game becoming a mainstream sport in the island continent. But due to the migrant clubs 
having ensconsed themselves as local soccer's lifeblood, very few administrators have done 
anything other than make brave noises, | 

Kill the ethnic clubs, it was reasoned, and you would kill Australian soccer itself. 


David Hill, though, has refused to let himself be compromised by such concerns since he 
became SocAus chairman in 1994. He has up to now banished three ethnic clubs from the 
national league and would doubtless get rid of the others, should a competition without them 
be financially viable, Hill made it clear that his long-term goal is a national league solely 
comprising fully professional non-ethnic teams. It is highly unlikely there will be sufficient 
economically sound non-ethnic Australian clubs for such a competition within the 
foreseeable fulure and this is where Auckland comes into the equation. 
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It is obvious that Brisbane, Adelaide, Melbourne and Perth would only be able to support 
one fully professional club apiece and Sydney maybe two. Canberra, Wollongong, 
Newcastle and Gippsland (the other centres represented in the Ericsson Cup) have all lost 
truckloads of money while maintaining semi-professional teams and can be discounted at 
the current time. 


Six teams is, obviously, too small a number for a feasible competition, so the Aussies will 
have to look overseas. 


Singapore would be the most logical first candidate for foreign expansion. The soccer- 
mad Singaporeans have been starved of meaningful fare for two years. The were cast out 
of the Malaysian league in 1995 in the aftermath of a bribery scandal and the subsequently 
inaugurated professional leaque has been such a failure that league supremo Doug Moore 
(remember him?) felt campelled to resign. 

Perth and Darwin have been involved in Singaporean domestic competitions, so links are 
established. A league consisting of six Aussie clubs, Singapore and Auckland; with every 
team playing each other four times, would be just about practicable; at least until further 
teams could be added. 

A second Melbourne team, perhaps, or another from Sydney, or maybe teams from 
Wollongong, Newcastle, Canberra, Bangkok, Wellington or Nelson? 


As tar as Australia is concerned, Perth and Brisbane even now have strong non-ethnic 
clubs in the current Ericsson Cup; the once exclusively Italian Adelaide City can now claim to 
be cosmopolitan and great hopes are held for Carlton Blues, Melbourne's first truly non- 
ethnic national league club, and professional to boot, who made their debut this season (97- 


98). However Sydney's three league clubs remain stubbornly loyal to their Croatian, Italian 
and Greek roots, 


Hill is working on them, though, and should the New South Wales capital foster two 
fiscally sound professional “Aussiefied" clubs, all the pieces will be available for the jigsaw | 
believe the Soccer Australia chairman has in the back of his mind. 

Admittedly, this scenario has required some speculation on my part but, really, it would 
be nothing more than David Hill's grand plan for Australian soccer being taken a step or two 
forward and certainly a far less fanciful concept than Terry Venables taking charge of the 
Socceroos appeared a few years back. 

Inclusion of an Auckland team, then, would be an essential ingredient to make such a 
competition possible, It must be conceded New Zealand would have, potentially, much to 
gain from being included in the Ericsson Cup. But the goodness of Australian hearts will not 
be the only reason for the invitation being issued. 


Studs Up says...... 

As the speculation intensifies over the make-up of next season's Ericsson Cup, Sydney 
United certainly can't be accused of sitting on the hands. The editorial in the SU match 
programme (v Wollongong) asked the very pertinent question of why the Sydney public won't 
come out and support the Pumas. 

United encouraged all fans to give possible reasons for this, and once news of the invitation 
reached the OzSoccer mailing-list, the replies began in earnest. 

Within a matter of days the Pumas were given a number of lengthy replies, which 
remarkably enough, all seemed to centre around the ‘intimidation’ felt by casual fans as well 
as the fans of visiting clubs, The response (from the club) received by some fans was so 
pathetic it hardly deserves mention here, except to say it was a bloody insult and if Sydney 
United think their ‘explanation’ will prompt the average fan to turn a blind eye to the problem 
and watch the Pumas anyway, well, they really are in dreamland. 
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SchizoPhrenia RuLes! 
No fun but plenty of games at Bob Jane Stadium 


It's not often one has the opportunity to witness the self-destruction of a national soccer 
league club, But after witnessing the Collingberg debacle, Melbourne fans may be about to 
get another close-up viewing of how infighting can destroy a club. There are many 
differences between Collingwood and South Melbourne of course, but there are some 
undeniable similarities. 

These are certainly schizophrenic times at Lakeside, with an ongoing battle at boardroom 
level over the direction of the club, and now with the NBA advising South Melbourne that 
they should drop their Lakers logo the battle is poised to reach a new level. President 
Vasilopoulos decided enough was enough and told the mainstream press: 

"We mighin't necessarily go back to Hellas, but our members should be given the freedom 
lo do so jf they so wish. It’s now time to give us the chance fo control our own destiny. 

If our way doesn't work, SocAus has the option of giving our licence to someone else." 

Now this atitude may have thrilled the Hellas diehards, the Greek press and probably the 
VSF as well, but naturally the governing body was incensed. Ericsson Cup general manager 
Stefan Kamasz was adamant, saying "/! flies in the face of everything SocAus has been 
trying to do in recent years to extend the game beyond individual groups." 


So, the scene was set for the visit of Sydney United the following weekend. Not only 
were the Pumas sitting on top of the table undefeated, but Souths were coming off a 1-4 
hiding in Perth and in danger of falling eight points behind the leaders should they fail to pick 
up at least a point. You would think that with the vitriol flying thick and fast during the week 
and Vasilopoulos’ comments virtually challenging the Greeks to turn up, you would see a 
packed house ready to burst their lungs, right? 


Well, no. In fact it is doubtful whether there has been a quieter opening half-hour at Bob 
Jane. Like most grounds over the past fortnight, there has been an overwhelming feeling of 
apathy, as if the Socceroos elimination from the World Cup somehow made the Ericsson 
Cup redundant. Except for one small group of PAOK supporters who made more noise than 
the other 6,000 put together. At first it was embarrassing, but their enthusiasm somehow 
caught on and when their ‘hero’ John Anastasiadis opened the scoring the touch paper was 
lit. The first flare of the day was predictable enough but the response from the ground 
announcer certainly wasn't. He launched into an emotional tirade, reminding the crowd of 
the A-League by-laws bul surely went over the top when he implored anyone who saw the 
offender to point him or her out to security and the ‘dobber’ would receive a $500 reward 
You can quess the rest. Fingers pointed everywhere and people just burst into incredulous 
laughter. But in a bizarre way the ground announcer had ignited the crowd and suddenly a 
familiar atmosphere returned to Bob Jane. 


As if inspired by his own personal cheer squad, Anastasiadis went on to complete his hat- 

trick before being substituted and receiving a standing ovation from the grandstand. 
As expected, John was awarded man-of-the-match status by the Sports Australia crew and 
as he made his way over to the far side to be interviewed his cheer squad raced around and 
started a variety of chants which became so incessant the ‘live’ interview had to be 
cancelled. 

The irony was lost on no-one. John hadn't exactly set the world on fire since returning 
from Greece, and now that he had finally found his goalscoring touch and was given the 
chance to tell a ‘live’ Australia-wide audience all about it, he was denied by the very people 
that worshipped him 
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Windmilled - The 1997 WA Premier League Season 
By Searlais Mullin 


. The 1997 Western Australian season continued the tumultuous trend of football in 
this state with a vengeance. Some cosmetic changes were made to the league with 
Division 1 renamed the Premier League and expanded to fourteen teams. | 

. Also the Top Four Cup, the end-of-season consolation prize for clubs who don't 
win the championship proper (in WA the team that finishes top of the league is 
crowned champion), was scrapped. 


But more notable was the triumph of Floreat Athena, who won the treble: the 
league, the cup and the pre-season night series. 

Coached by the highly experienced Jim Pyrgolios they were the outstanding team 
over the course of the year. But it was a turbulent ride for the club, and ultimately it 
was events off the field that proved decisive in them lifting the championship. 


. Morley Windmills, a club with a proud history in local football, earned promotion to the to 
flight in 1997 for the first time in fifteen years. Their return, however, proved to be siiytiiing 
but glorious. From the outset they shaped up as relegation candidates, but it was at reserve 
and youth level where they really suffered. The youth team were losing by margins more 
appropriate to cricket. In desperation the Windmills fielded overage and ineligible players 
and collected a bevy of fines. Unable to pay them Windmills withdrew from the league 
before Soccer West Coast threw tham out. All the Windmills’ fixtures were awarded as a 3-0 
victory to the opponent. Athena's 3-2 loss to them was cancelled out 
As it eventuated Athena won the league by three points, with second placed Fremantle City 
boasting a superior goal difference. Had it not been for the Windmills, Fremantle would have 
been champions. 


On the football field the season was just as eventful. The first half of the 

dominated by the Western Knights, who won all but one of the first round of io ie 
At one stage the team averaged over five goals a match, with strikers Trim Morgan and 
Eugene Singeorzan averaging a brace each, Athena kept pace with the Knights for a time 
until four Perth Glory players, Bobby Despotovski, Vas Kalogeracos, Doug Ithier and Marc 
Wingell, came into the side The sudded influx of players severely disrupted Athena's 
momentum and they lost form. When they met the Knights at the Velodrome they were 
hammered 5-2, Morgan grabbing four goals. At the midway point of the season the knights 
had an eleven point lead and looked invincible. 


But the loss of a single player saw the Knights throw it all away. Morgan was signed by a 
Malaysian club and the goals dried up. The Knights lost their final match to Fremantle City 
and scarcely won another over the second half of the season. They eventually finished fifth 
Athena rediscovered their balance and surged past the Knights and the chasing pack.. Their 


three-way striking formation of Despotovski, Kalogeracos and Michael Roki | 


As with the Knights, Athena built up a formidable margin between themselve 
chasers. And like the Knights they collapsed in a heap after losing players. psa i 
for trials in Europe, not to return, and Despotovski began pre-season training with Perth 
Glory. A few players, unhappy with having lost their places in the team, had left the club 
including Marc Wingell, who signed to Bayswater City Panthers. Injuries to veterans ROki 
and Alan Armstrong suddenly revealed a team with no depth. | 
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Chasing Athena were Fremantle City and Sorrento, two clubs not expected to feature in 
the title race. Coached by the successful Stuart Kamasz, Fremantle City started the season 
slowly with several drawn matches, but gradually their counter-attacking style found form 
and rhythm. From May onwards they did not lose a match, and going into the final rounds 
scored goals with merry abandon. 

In attack Scott Halpin was a revelation, eventually picking up the league top scorer's 
award and landing a contract with Perth Glory. Also prominent in Freo's success were 
veterans such as Peter Murphy, Steve Bourne and Lou Collova. Their late run for the 
championship saw them demolish Athena 5-1 at the Velodrome, Halpin scoring a hat-trick. 


Unfashionable Sorrento, led by player-coach Trev Morgan, featured In the championship 
race the whole season long. Their football was gritty, grafting, ball-to-head stuff, not pretty 
on the eye but certainly effective. Of their squad only goalkeeper Mike Harkness was a big 
name, and Tony Carbone when they had his services for a few months. 

Cohesive, tenacious and hard to beat, they chased Athena and Fremantle all the way and 

| the last day of the season. 
Ne ae nei mito champions for so long, only just managed to fall over the line. 
They showed enormous character in recovering from the thumping dished out to them by 
Fremantle, and got the results they needed. On the last day of the season they only needed 
a draw to secure the championshp. Although their opponents were their hated rivals Stirling 
Macedonia, they comfortably won the match 3-1, and lifted their first league trophy in nine 
years. 


For other clubs it was a disappointing season, The champions, Inglewood Falcons, only 
came to life at the season's end and their fourth place finish somewhat flattered them. 
Perennial giants Spearwood Dalmatinac and Perth SC both finished mid-table, although 
Spearwood were in the top four before losing Robert Zabica overseas. Stirling Macedonia, 
one of the most successful clubs of recent times, fared poorly and only just managed to 
avoid relegation. Bayswater City Panthers, who came within seconds of winning the 
championship in 1996, never rose out of the bottom half of the table. 


> City's first season in the top flight was a moderately successful one. They 
rei is - Se acs mid-table position, Dianella White Eagles avoided relegation for the 
first time in their history, although they went through three coaches in achieving it. 
At one stage Perth Glory defender Peter Vukmirovic was their caretaker player-coach, 
Olympic Kingsway's young squad (nicknamed the "Kingsway Kids ) failed to compete with 
their more experienced opponents and finished second last. Swan IC collected the wooden 
spoon and conceded an embarrassing number of goals. 


T ivella C 3 ignificance. It was 
With the absence of the Top Four Cup, the Divella Cup took on added significance wa 
contested at Bayswater Oval betwen Athena and Macedonia, the latter having upset 
Fremantle City in a penalty shoot-out in the semi final. Athena won the match 2-1, Roki the 
star, but also of note was a great goalkeeping performance by Macies veteran Phil 
Trianedes 


What shape the league will have next season is a mystery. It seems likely that wes 
Premier Leaque will be reduced to twelve clubs, but will there be promotion and relegation: 
Southside United, winners of Divsion 1, have been told they will not be promoted due to 
inadequate facilities. Southside disagree and are considering legal action against Soccer 
West Coast. Olympic Kingsway, who finished In a relegation position, have had $200,000 
invested in them by English club West Ham United, and now are only in ‘danger’ of 
relegation 
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Added to that the WAIS has just begun a football program and expected to enter a team 
in the Premier League for the 1998 season. No one knows what next season's Premier 
League will look like, Soccer West Coast's long term plan is to have only two divisions of ten 
clubs each, and they have already begun to cull sides by axing four from division 1. All in all 
Soccer West Coast (whose president, Nick MacCallum, managed to resign twice within 
twelve months) do not seem any more competent than their numerous predecessors, 


On a final note some of the Premier League clubs are looking to bigger things. The 
ambitious Fremantle City hope to enter the NSL sometime soon with current coach Kamasz 
at the helm. Perth Glory are not amused at the prospect. Athena are redeveloping the 
Velodrome and hope to keep Pyrgolios at the club for another season. Sorrento and 
Joondalup City both hope to follow Olympic Kingsway's lead and become "foster" clubs for 
top clubs in Britain. Additionally Joondalup City are serious in their bid to sign ex-England 
international Paul Parker for the 1988 season. The WA Premier Leaque’s future, while not 
assuredly successful, promises at least to be intriguing. 


FROM SUPERMAC TO SIASIA 
The recent decision by Soc Aus to lift the ban on foreigners in the A-League was 
something SU has campaigned for previously. The recruitment of high-profile stars from o/s 
is the best way of raising soccer's profile, in the short term, and bringing more punters 
through the turnstiles. We won't suggest A-League clubs cram their squads with has-beens 
at the expense of local talent but two high-profile players per side would do more for the 
game than a dozen coaching clinics. 


This policy is nothing new. In the late 70s, 17000 fans were at Middle Park to see 
Malcolm Macdonald and Charlie George ‘quest’ for South Melbourne and St George 
respectively. Unfortunately, ‘quest’ players drifted away after several games, as did the fans 
who had come to see them, leaving their club with no lasting benefit. Can you imagine what 
having a Yekini, Rush or Schillaci for an entire season would do for the games profile? 


Not all clubs have taken the new ruling in the spirit it was intended, Perth Glory certainly 
weren't one of those clubs, pulling off the coup of the season by signing 1994 WC star 
Samson Siasia. The Nigerian with 72 caps was met at Perth airport by a throng of wide- 
eyed schoolkids eager to get a glimpse of their club's new recruit. In the lead-up to his 
arrival, Siasia was front-page news in almost every newspaper, At the other end of the 
continent (and financial spectrum), Gippsland announced they would be importing two 
unknown Yugoslavs. The Falcons officials better start oiling those turnstiles..... 
Not all clubs can afford to recruit players of the calibre of Siasia but they should not use 
the new ruling as a way of flooding the country with cheap imports prepared to play for less 
money than local players. Used properly, players like Siasia, Lapsansky and Marusic can go 
some way to compensating for our talent drain and add some much-needed excitement to 


the league. 
ret ae ee ee cee a Se ee Se a 
Chalk one up for Marconii.... 


Every now and then a story comes across our ears we feel we should pass on. 
A SU reader mentioned (in the Internet) that he was heading to Sydney and was keen to 
catch a few Ericsson Cup games with some of the locals. 
Enter Ross Musso from Marconi, who promptly advised the traveller to get in touch for a 
couple of free tickets and a bit of old-fashioned hospitality. Who says you never get 
something for nothing? Top marks, Ross! 
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"IT yust wish my kid would stop crying" 


That game hit some people harder than most. George Negus has been closer than 
most to the on and off field action. On December 1, George was interviewed on 
radio 5AA. The men behind the mike were Ken Cunningham (KG) and Graham 

Cornes (GC). An edited transcript (courtesy of Lou Maratos, cheers, mate!) follows. 


GC: "Difficult times George, a couple of days later do you see anything differently?" 
GN: “A little clearer. | just wish my kid would stop crying. That's what | think we have to worry 
about now, We've created heroes and | for one am not going to let the kids down, 

we created those heroes.,..how can | put it, what joumalistic cliche can | drag out, we lost the 
game but | think the game won." 


(later...) 


GC: "Can | ask you about another one George? The fact that FIFA overturned the 
suspensions of four of the Iranian players. Did that..." 
GN: "We were pretty peed off about that. You know that was the rule and it applied to us as 
weil as {hem. So, people of course now are raising the whole spectre of this away goals 
thing, You know we bragged about that for such a long time we are [he only sport in the 
world that recognises a home advantage. | don't think we can complain too much about that 
but try to explain to people that don't understand soccer that we played the entire World Cup 
campaign, did not lose a game and are not there. Iran are there and they lost a couple of 
games." 

KG: "You play under the rules, | can accept that. But! think in the future it has to be 
changed..." 

GN: “Weill, | think there will be a scream about it, a bit of an outcry about it that's for sure 
because il's so clear everybody is saying it, that in this particular instance Mark Bosnich has 
been his usual courageous self and said they won because they were the better team. | 
never thought I'd disagree with Mark Bosnich about much except the choice of wine but 
Bosnich your wrong. | can say it you can't because your a fantastic sportsmen and a great 
loser bul the better team Jost the better team clearly lost, those guys...three quarters of thal 
game Saturday night could of damn near beaten anybody in the world 

KG: "Should we of been 5-0 up at half time?" 

GN: "Yeah, we should of been 5-0 up at half time. That's easy for us armchair types to say, | 
mean Terry had a very interesting way of putting it about Aurelio (Vidmar) who had some 
chances, Aurelio Vidmar and didn't your Adelaide boys do us proud?" 

KG: "What about Stan Lazaridis?" 

GN: "Oh! You know, but Aurelio lifted himself as he always does on these big occasions and 
| have so much admiration for Aurelio and Tony Vidmar that it's not funny and we would of 
loved lo have seen Milan Ivanovic on the pitch. Now, your other greal champion oul there 
and Robbie Hooker...” 

KG: “On that point George, we have been asked by a number of callers as to why 
Milan Ivanovic wasn't put on the pitch after we were 2-0 up?" 

GN: "Good point and that's another thing people have raised, | mean Ray Galt the instant 

Terry Venables critic...” 

GC: "He's been scathing hasn't he?" 

GN: “Ray Galt! suspect wrote the article canning Hill and myself last Thursday and had it in 
his back pocket for when this happened." 

KG: “Has he been gunning for you?" 

GN; "Since day one," 

KG: "George, on that point before you answer the question about Milan lvanovic what 
would you say to the critics that said that you, Hill and Venables should go?" 

GN: “Well, we'll go and we'll go back exactly the way soccer was before, with about three 
hundred people standing under a tin shed on Saturday afternoon watching themselves 

think," 


(later...) 


KG: "What's it cost us George financially?" 

GN: "Well, | won't give you specific figures but were in the black. Again despite crickets 
rather rubbery use of the facts we are in the black and going to the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground was part of the plan and we've been criticised for thal as though it's an irresponsible 
act lo try and get a record crowd to get us in the black. | mean it was always going fo be 
(ricky financially, it was always going to be tricky in all sorts of ways. 

But we could see the game that we love like you guys love your game being undersold and 
we made some bold moves to get it in the public conscience we've done that We didn't get 
the big prize but by god we gave it great shake and if anybody thinks I'm going to walk away 
at this point in time they are going to have to hold their breath. They wouldn't want to 
anyway, “ 

GC: "That's admirable George but it's like the coach on the skids he's not going to 
walk away, somebody has to push him." 

GN: “Yeah, but they're dealing with an old political war horse here." 

GC: “That's a very good point." 

GN: "I might see ‘em coming and for once they might have to stab somebody in the front.” 


(later) 


GC: "To finish, can | just ask you the question, that we are asking our 5AA listeners 
on our Sports poll this week in light of Saturday nights match has the Socceroos | 
World Cup campaign had a positive or negative effect on Australian soccer?" 

GN: ‘Positive. Absolutely positive. | won't bore your listeners with a reason, Put it this way, 
soccer is now in the Australian publics conscientiousness and mentality and that's where we 
otal We eG get saitro! one but were not going lo stop now." 

G: George, let me ask you this question n hist 
chi sate teen awe q , when the final whistle blew on Saturday 
GN: “I think it was probably a world record, | was speechless, My partner Kirsty, who you 
know is an Adelaide person, said she's never seen me speeciiess. My private reaction was 
(hat | was very concerned about my sons who were distraught." 

KG: "Were they really?" 

GN: "My ten year old who's a soccer fanatic, he started crying as soon as the second goal 
was scored and his brother just told me he was still crying at the bus stop on the way home 
from school. So, /'m actually personally worried about that, it's an awful let down. Kids don't 
understand. Don't understand unfairness and that's what he kepl saying, it's unfair." 

GC: "There are sporting gods George, sometimes they smile upon you sometimes 
they don't," . 

GN: "Well, you know, the good guys don't always win but this time the good guys lost and so 
far as the players are concerned, I've got nothing bul absolute admiration for them, how | 
hope people don't try to turn the clock back in Australian soccer We've got our mean spirited 
antagonists in | | 

the soccer community who would like to bring it all undone. You know, we'll be making it a 
little bit difficult for them to do that because | think a lot has been achieved for this game and 
the beautiful thing about soccer and |'m not saying this because | think you blokes will be 
obliged to agree is that soccer can co-exist with the other codes. | hope the negatives don't 


oe us back to the fifties. I'd like to fight the way our guys fought in Tehran if that's try 
eer, 





The Year is 1999 and due to a massive injection of corporate sponsorship 
SocAus has decided to go with a new 10 team competition. David Hill has been 
flying around the globe trying to convince ALL our overseas players that 
Australian clubs can pay them want they want. Great in theory, but 


What if they all came back? 


I{'s a mind-boggling prospect, but we've picked out fifty players and tried to place them 
with the clubs they left or clubs who need a specific player or in some cases just threw them 
with who was left. But try telling us this competition wouldn't attract Joe Public! 


Club: Adelaide United 
Nickname: Wombats Coach: Zoran Matic Colours: Red/blue/ yellow 
Home: Hindmarsh Kick-off: Sunday 6pm Sponsor: Clipsal Patron: Don Chipp 


Possible Starting Xi: Jason Petkovic, Tony Vidmar, Milan Ivanovic, Alex Tobin, 

Bradley Armour, Aurelio Vidmar, John Gibson, Ross Aloisi, Robert Middleby, Carl Veart 
, Damian Mori 

Bench: Frank Mikuletic, Kris Trajanovski, Dino Mennillo, Michael Brooks, Kosta Salapasidis, 
Scoll Thomas, Travis Dodd, Alex Castro, 


Club: Brisbane Strikers 

Nickname: Strikers Coach: Frank Farina Colours: Gold/ Maroon 

Home: Suncorp Kick-off: Friday 7pm Sponsor: Hyundai Patron: Sally-Anne 
Atkinson 


Possible Starting XI: Jason Kearton, Glenn Gwynne, Mark Battistin, Matthew Bell, 
Steve Corica, Ned Zelic, Sean Cranney, Troy Cranney, Kasey Wehrman, Frank Farina, 
Harry Kewell, 

Bench: Clint Bolton, Joe Bacak, Wayne Knipe, Nick Meredith, Chay Hews, Nathan Day, 


Club: Perth Glory 

Nickname: Glory Coach: Gary Marocchi Colours: Purple/ Orange etc 
Home: Purpose built 40,000 cap. stadium Kick-off; Sunday 5:00pm 
Sponsor: Hungry Jacks Patron: Janet Holmes a'Court 


Possible Starting XI: Zeljko Kalac, Steve Horvat, Shaun Murphy, Vinko Buljubasic, 
Ernie Tapai, Lorenz Kindtner, Lucas Neill, Stan Lazaridis, Samson Siasia, 

Bobby Despotovski, Vas Kalogeracos, 

Bench: Tony Franken, Gareth Naven, Paul Strudwick, Michael Garcia, Anthony Carbone, 
Craig Naven, Harry James, Dale Wingell 


Club: Melbourne United 

Nickname: Metros Coach: Angie Postecoglou Colours: Blue/White 
Home: Bob Jane Stadium  Kick-off:Sunday 6pm Sponsor: Crown Casino 
Patron: Jeff Kennett 


Possible Starting Xl: Danny Milosevic, Fausto De Amicis, Kevin Muscat, Con Biatsis, 
Goran Lozanovski, Matthew Bingley, Andrew Marth, Milan Blagojevic, Tom Pondeljak, 
Paul Trimboli, Joe Spiteri, John Aloisi, 

Bench: Michael Petkovic, Ransford Banini, Adrian Cervinski, Michael Curcija, 
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Club: Melbourne City 
Nickname: Royals Coach: Eddie Krncevic Colours: White/Blue 
Home: Optus Oval Kick-off:Sat,5pm Sponsor: Nike Patron: Malcolm Frase1 


Possible Starting Xl: Frank Juric, Robert Trajkovski, David Cervinski, Zoran Markovski, 
Marcus Stergiopoulos, Josip Skokoe, Kresimir Marusic, Vince Grella, Danny Tiatto, 

Mark Viduka, John Markovski, 

Bench: Dean Anastasiadis, George Kulscar, John Anastasiadis, Daniel Allsopp, 

Lubo Lapsansky, 


Club: Sydney Spirit 
Nickname: Spirit Coach: Graham Arnold Colours: Light Blue/Black 
Home: SFS Kick-off: Sun, 6pm Major Sponsor: Telstra Patron: Nick Greiner 


Possible Starting Xl: Mark Bosnich, Andrew Bernal, Robert Hooker, Richard Plesa, 
Paul Bilokapic, Robbie Slater, Peter Tsekenis, Ufuk Talay, Brett Emerton, Graham 
Arnold, Paul Agostino, 

Bench: Jim Kourtis, Aytec Genc, Adem Poric, Walter Ardone, Jason Culina, Dean Culina, 


Club: Sydney City 

Nickname: Fever Coach: Branko Culina Colours: Green/Gold 

Home: Parramatta Kick-off: Saturday 6pm Sponsor:Optus Patron: Anita 
Keating 


Possible Starting Xl: Mark Schwarzer, Tony Popovic, Graig Moore, Mark Babic, 

Paul Dee, Paul Okon, Brad Maloney, Vlado Zoric, Luke Casserley, David Zdrilic, Sean 
Babic, 

Bench: Dominic Longo, Brendan Renaud, Archie Thompson, Levent Osman, Norman Kelly, 
ivan Zelic, 


Club: Newcastle 

Nickname: Miners Coach: CraigJohnston Colours:Red/Blue 

Home: Breakers Stadium Kick-off: Friday 7:00pm Major Sponsor: ???? 
Patron: silverchair 


Possible Starting XI: John Filan, Hayden Foxe, Shane Pryce, Nick Orlic, Jason Van 
Blerk, Craig Foster, Matthew Horsley, Pablo Cardozo, Jim Tsekenis, David Seal, Michael! 
Musitana, 

Bench: Brett Hughes, Alastair Edwards, Scott Chipperfield, Tony Perinich, Clayton Zane, 
Robern Stanton, Michael Reda, 


Yep, you're right. That's only eight teams. Ve forgot to tell you that the major 
injection of capital was on the proviso that Auckland and Singapore were admitted. 
Far fetched? See you in a couple of years... 


P.S. Now, if THAT doesn't start an argument... 


as 
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Matildas Update: Tri-Nation Series - November 1997 

The Matildas recovered from a first half hiding in their opening match against China to 
turn the tables seven days later in the final of a Tri-Nations series which also included New 
Zealand. China, the reigning Olympic silver medalists, completely destroyed the hosts in 
Lismore but the late arrival of Sunni Hughes and Cheryl Salisbury (due to club commitments 
in Japan) provided the right tonic for the clash against New Zealand. Kiwi coach Maurice 
Tillotson conceded the Aussies were the better team on the day, but the result may have 
been different had Kiwi veteran Wendi Henderson not hit the bar after six minutes. 

Naturally, China were the hot favourites going into the final, although the locals had 
shown during the second half in Lismore that the Chinese could be contained. Zhao Lihong 
had a first half effort disallowed for offside and went close on a couple of other occasions but 
ultimately had to settle for a stalemate at the break. The Oz goals came via a pair of aerial 
assaults, one a deep cross and the other a long throw, neither of which the Chinese 
goalkeeper could collect. A Zhao Lihong goal separated the hosts efforts but Australia 
deserved their share of luck after some disastrous episodes this year and will take great 
heart from the knowledge they are capable of defeating the world number two. The return of 
Hughes and Salisbury was crucial to the result however, and like the mens team in recent 
years, future national team results will rely heavily on overseas player availability. 


sunday, November 16 
Australia 0 
China 3 Shui Qingxia 9, Sun Qingmei 23, Zhao Lihong 41 


at Oakes Oval, Lismore 





Wednesday, November 19 (at Topper Stadium, Newcastle 
Australia 2 Kim Revell 13pen, Chery! Salisbury 75 
New Zealand 0 


Friday, November 21 (at West Belconnen RLC, Canberra) 
China 3 Shi Guihong 9, 61, Wei Haiying 11 
New Zealand 1 Michele McCahill 68 








China 1 " Zhao Lihong 83 


Australia 2 Sarah Cooper 79, Katrina Boyd 86 
How they lined up Chi NZ ~ Chi 
Belinda Kitching X x x 
Anissa Tann-Darby x x x 
Tracey Bartlett x KoB1 xX 
Bridgette Starr x m m 
sonia Gegenhuber Xo21 xX A063 
sarah Cooper XO86 so65 so5é 
Kristy Moore s086 

Tracie McGovern so21 so063 
Shelly Youman Xo71 Xob4 X 
Kim Revell X x Xo76 
Sharon Black x XO 
Cheryl Salisbury x x 
Amy Wilson so71 soB4 so 
Trudy Diamond 5081 

Katrina Boyd X Xo65 so/76 
Alicia Ferguson so25 X Xo58 
Lisa Casagrande Ao25 Xo14 


Sunni Hughes so14 xX 








World Cup Diary - from Anthony Ferguson 
(How the average fan saw the events of recent weeks) 


sunday 16 Nov - Watch bleary eyed as Japan beat Iran 3-2 with a golden goal in the thriller 
in..... Jahore. Eagerly clutch match ticket seat number R17 E2 and replace it carefully inside 
my wallet for the one hundredth time. Although | would have preferred Japan, after watching 
fhis game i'm quietly confident we will win. 


Wednesday 19 Nov - David Hill angers the Iranians by advising them we'll be taking our 
own water over there with us, Well, if they don't like it they can.... er.... come over here and 
drink our water instead! This is anew one on me. | thought La Paz was in Bolivia, Ah well, 
this is all going lo add to the friendly reception we're sure to receive in Tehran on Saturday 


Friday 21 Novy - Ballocks! My employer, the Dept of Communications and the Arts, has 
refused my application for travel and accomodation allowance to Melbourne on the grounds 
that | want to question the Iranian soccer authorities about their communications sector. 


Saturday 22 Nov - 70pm - Gelting nervous now. Have a sudden flashback to 1973, which 
induces panic attack at the memory of Iran taking a 2-0 lead over the Socceroos in Tehran 
after just 30 minutes. One more goal and they're level. Heart tremors subside as my 
psychiatrist assures me | was only ten years old at the time and couldn't possibly have any 
recollection of the game as it wasn't covered on television back then. Damn these false 
memory regressions. 

77pm - The lads and | gather at Chopper Harris’ place in front of a magnificent 60cm 
colour telly to watch the coverage from Tehran. 170,000 surprisingly politely behaved 
fundamentalist fanatics wave Iranian fiags at the two teams. | am now quietly confident, 
despite being surrounded by cynics. "2-1 to us", | predict. 

tam - Great result, a 1-1 draw. Surely we've got one foot in the Finals now. Yes, we 
played crap. /ran played the much better football. Yes, the likes of both Vidmars, Zelic and 
Slater were terrible tonight, but you have to take into account the absolute cauldron we had 
to play in. And then there's the pitch. What the Hell happened there? You call that a 
national stadium? One square patch of grass even looked like it concealed an escape 
tunnel beneath it. Maybe this is where they filmed ‘Escape to Victory’. | half expected the 
ghost of Bobby Moore to rise up out of the trapdoor at half-time and implore the Socceroos 
“Hold on lads, we can win this one!" 

Anyway, we can't possibly play that badly in Melbourne. Bosnich played well though, as 
did the ‘third’ Vidmar triplet (according to Iranian TV), Mark "Vidmar". He was the only 
Vidmar worth his place tonight. 


Thursday 27 Nov - Heard a disturbing rumour that Iran have just appointed as their new 
manager former wrestling great The lron Sheik - "IRAN NOMBER VON! RUSSIA NOMBER 
VON! SOCCEROOS HEEEECCHHH PPTTTOOOIIIEEEEN!!" 

Rumour turned out to be unfounded. 


Friday 28 Nov - 7pm - Check contents of bag for the hundredth time. Socceroos shirt and 
alternative Brazil shirt (both the same colour and after all we are the Brazil of Oceania), 
Socceroos scarf, Socceroos rosetle, Socceroos lapel badge, Socceroos boxer shorts, 
Socceroos condoms (well, you never know!), Socceroos toothpaste, Socceroos moulliwashi 
- alright, calm down, calm down! Say farewell to the cal and assure her the green and gold 
paint will wash out eventually. 

7:30pm - Rush out the door and head to the bus station. 
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29 Nov (cont) - 7:35pm - Rush back home and collect bus ticket from secret hiding place. 
2-10pm - On the coach from Canberra to Melbourne. Seated down the back of the bus 


with a good book and the long journey flies by. Even strangers are happy to discuss the 
Socceroos chances. 


70:30pm ~ Catch up with some friends in Collingwood. Everyone it seems is talking about 
(he game, even non-believers. The Socceroos have put Oz soccer on the map in AFL city, 
Speaking personally, | can't over-emphasise the importance of this game to the cause of Oz 
soccer. If we qualify, | think the game will finally take off here, and the ghosts of 74 will 
finally be exorcised. We'll have a fully professional national league and commercial telly 
coverage by the turn of the century, 

But if we don't qualify tomorrow, God forbid, it could possibly set the game back ten years 
in Oz. El Tel will be off to a rich club, and David Hill will suffer the consequences of his 
bullish management style from those within the game who have felt his ire. 

As Mike Cockerill pointed out in the SMH, tyrants are only tolerated as tong as they get 
resulls. ifthe worm turns, Hill’s enemies will catch the scent of blood quick enough. 

But enough of that, because not qualifying is out of the question. 


Saturday 29 Nov - 72pm - The excitement builds. Plenty of people milling around Bourke St 
mall in Socceroos colours, and I'm one of them. The game appears to be a complete sell- 
oul, Greal sluff! | make my annual pilgrimage to Melbourne Sports Books and blow out my 
credil card limit. Santo's range has reaily increased over the past year or so. 


3pm - Adjourn to the Cricketers Arms and catch up with several fellow Canberra 
travellers. The crowd sweils out on to the pavement and the party atmosphere grows amidst 
national pride and camaraderie. Unfortunately, aided by alcohol, the mob mentality sinks in 
lo a few supporters. I've never been partial to mass hysteria myself and I'm a little 
disappointed to see elements of racism and sexism on display. There's only so many times 
you can listen to the drunken rendition of "Get your tits out for the lads" directed at any 
woman wilhin a 100 metre radius before you start to feel embarassed by your sex. 


6pin - Head lo the ground with fellow Canberran 'The Axe’. Purchase the official and the 
unofficial match programmes. Much amused to note that the unofficial version's match line- 
ups lists our opponents as Iraq, with a black texta through the ‘q' and a 'n' hastily drawn in. 


8pm - Inside the ground and very impressed. My first ever visit to the MCG and its great 
fo see Melbourne embracing soccer like this, Oz flags everywhere and a very vocal support. 
A few thousand loyal Iranians dotted around the ground too. The official attendance is just 
over 85,000, but | certainly can't see any emply spaces at all. When the parachutist bearing 
the franian flag falls flat on his arse and ours lands on his feet, | get the feeling this is going 
fa be our night, al last. 


Goodnight Iran..... 


12:30am - Weill, it should have been, but we threw it away, didn't we? It's almost too painful 
fo wnle aboul, It's hard to believe we can dominate a game so ulterly and throw it away in 
the space of four minutes, Everything we worked for over four years went down the toilet in 
four fi26@ing minutes! Obviously I'm still very emotional as | write this, but you really 
cannot defend like that and expect to compete in international football. Furthermore, you 
don't make it easy for yourself when you miss chance after chance either. Iran got away 
with robbery tonight. They don't deserve to be in the finals, but perhaps neither do we. 

Al the final whistle | sit stunned, but the Axe gets straight up and barges out of the ground. | 
better follow lim in case he goes ballistic. 
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So there you go, all the goodwill and momentum that Oz soccer built up over the past 
year or so is now in great danger of disappearing overnight. And while I'm still bitter, | have 
to ask of TV what has he really achieved when it's really mattered? 

He had Barca on Spanish soil in the 1986 European Cup Final against an unfancied 
opponent, and he failed. He had England on their own soil in Euro '96, and he failed. 
Tonight at the final hurdle with us too, I'm sorry if that's a bit harsh, but I'm feeling very let 
down and hurt right now. In fact, | might just head towards the Yarra and keep walking... 


Sunday 30 Nov - Alright, I've calmed down a liltie now. | still can't accept that we won't be 
going to France. This is the fourth time now that we have failed at the very final hurdle. 
However, looking back at the game | have to confess it was an absolute thriller, with the 
wrong ending. Lazaridis was brilliant in the first half, and the whole team gave it everything. 
| think we should have won four or five nil, but that's the beauly of soccer - that the better 
team doesn't always win. It was a brave performance by /ran, and they certainly took then 
chances (two out of three, compared to our two out of twenty), 


On a positive note, if David Hill can rally the charges there are still positives to be gained 
from this turn of events. Hill needs to put all his acquired business acumen into building on 
the momentum and the inroads achieved by the Socceroos here. Convincing TV to sfay 
would be a good start, He's still a ternfic coach despite what | said about him earlier. He's 
certainly given the game a higher profile in this country by his sheer presence, and the 
Socceroos front page coverage in nearly every national paper over the past lwo days is 
partly testament to this. 


As for us fans, we'll forgive and rally around the cause - we always do. /f the Socceroos 
want to make it up to us, they can start by beating Brazil in the Confederations Cup in Saudi 
Arabia. Just do something, anything to stop us hurting, and do it quick. 


More soccer coverage needed? Don't wish too hard.... 

Those fans who wish the ‘mainstream’ media would pay more attention to soccer shouldn't 
wish too hard. The standard of journalism amongst most of the popular papers is hardly 
what the Ericsson Cup or the Socceroos need at the moment. Witness the cover of the 

Sunday Telegraph Sport lift-out for December 14. "IS WARNE TOO FAT? See inside 
Yeah, can hardly wait for the BOSNICH IN TAMAGOTCHI SEX SCANDAL/ALIEN LOVE 
SECRET/SPICE GIRL ROMP rubbish, 


a a i a a 


And commonsense prevails for once! 

Finally a deal has been struck between the Victorian Government and SOCOG over 
soccer matches in 2000 with the MCG now certain to play host to up to a dozen matches. 
You may remember the drama over Kennett refusing to expose Victorian taxpayers to a 
potential $90 million liability suit if Docklands wasn't finished on time (although SOCOG 
always argues the figure was about a third of that). But after that game at the G Jeff was 
convinced and so was everybody else and presumably we'll all live happily ever after. 


And while on the subjuect of 2000, the European qualifying process is heading towards 
the final stages, Check 'Look out for...’ for an update. 








Dear Studs Up - P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 
We had a feeling they'd be a few letters this month.... A six-pack of SUs 
goes to Glenn Williams who somehow kept things in perspective. 


Saturday 29th November 1997. A day that should, after the wounds have healed, be 
remembered as one of the great sporting days in the history of Melbourne, if not Australia, 

Why? Because as an Englishman living in Australia for the past few years, | have heard 
the Aussie Rules/Soccer arguments that fly across bartops, and pepper the terraces of 
major sporting events, until | have grown indifferent to them and, like most people, come to 
the conclusion that it does not matter anyway. This is where the error lies. Not in the 
difference between the sports, but because of the size of the event and a chance to put 
Australia on the map of the ‘World Game’. On this particular date, despite the result, 
Melbourne and Australia were there. 


| have seen many major soccer matches around the world. FA Cups, internationals, 
World Cup qualifers, you name them. However, the best for sheer enthusiasm and 
commitment from the fans and people involved had to be the match against Iran. Not being 
one to miss a good game, no matter who is playing, | set off from home on Saturday 
afternoon, armed with one ticket, some friends from Sydney and an open invite to visit the 
Cricketers Arms, You could feel the atmosphere build station by station on the train. As we 
got further and further towards the MCG, more and more fans got on the train. Some wore 
official Socceroo shirts, others took the opportunity to display their love for a premiership or 
Serie Ateams. All were there for one reason. As we alighted and started the few minutes 
walk to (he pub, our stream joined a river which eventually became an ocean of yellow and 
green. If was becoming obvious that this was not just a match. This was something else. 
This qame had created an atmosphere | had never seen before. Not at Anfield, not Old 
Trafford, nol even Wembley. It was as if someone had found the perfect formula for a 
soccer match and Melbourne was the guinea pig. 


The front bar of the Cricketers was packed, the back bar was packed, the beer garden 
was packed and the SU crew were loaded with the best of them. An hour of banter and we 
were off, Leaving the pub, we dived in the river and got swept along by the currents. You 
couldn't fight it, it was far too strong. Taking my seat in the stadium amongst Italians, 
Japanese, Greeks and Aussies, | got deafened by the volume at which the national anthem 
was sung. Actually, | didn't know there was a singer there until | got home and watched the 
replay! That's how loud it was sung. They drowned out the PA! The whistle blew and we 
were off. This was to be Australia’s night. Nothing is going to stop us now. 


oo what went wrong? VVho is to blame? 


Well, let's blame Terry Venables shall we? After all, he did play a defence that had 
hardly ever played together before, didn't he? Better than that, let's blame some of the 
European coaches that wouldn't let players go for international duty, therefore not giving the 
team enough time to practice together. Let's blame the officials (surely that goal was 
offside’? - No, neither of them were, watch them again), or how about Australia only having a 
weeks notice as to whom they were playing due to the FIFA fixture list. Let's blame the 
jellag, let's blanve the goddamn pie sellers shall we? 


| don't know who is to blame. If! have to pick someone | would go for Bosnich for diving 
at two of his defenders feet for no reason which to me left an open goal for the Iranians. 
Still, (hat's ry opinion, | could be wrong. The fact is, a soccer match lasts for ninety minutes 
and the players felt contempt at being two goals in front with 25 minutes to go. 
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You cannot do that in the World Cup. You cannot drop down a gear, you cannot say il's 
in the bag and you cannot think itis all over bar the shouting. Australia played for seventy 
minutes, |ran played for ninety. I'm not saying Iran deserved to qualify, I'm just saying that 
their players knew that the game wasn't over until the referee decided it was. 


And so we wait another four years. It's not so bad for me, my home nation js there in 
France '98. The true losers here are the 83,000+ fans that were at the MCG that night. 
They are the ones that took the slow train home and they are the ones that will watch the 
match over and over and try to analyse what really happened and dream of what could have 
been. Me? | will have glorious memories of a fantastic night where the people of Melbourne 
came out and made a national event a world event. | have no doubt, that in four years time 
every one of them will be there, singing the national anthem and watching their team go 
forward to Japan/Korea in 2002, and | will be one of them. 


Next up is Frank Savaglio who would like to share his observations.... 


How do | begin to put into words the scenes | have seen and the emotions | have felt in 
the past 40 hours? All| can do is take a deep breath and start from the beginning. 


| walked into the Cricketer's Arms early in the aflernoon. | was preoccupied about the 
match and couldn't think about anything else to trivially take up a couple of hours. The place 
was empty... literally! They had cleared out all the chairs and the tables and the bar staff 
were sitting in the corner waiting for the fun to begin. | ordered a beer and spying Greg 
Stock walking past the pub, | dragged him in for a beer. I'm happy to report that there, in the 
empty Arms, we pretty much solved most of the problems of Australian domestic and | 
international football. I'm sorry to say that events after that have wiped all the solutions out 
of my head. Oh well, another time, another pub and they'll come back. 


When KC turned up we adjourned out the back and it was there that we were going to 
wait out the anxious hours until the big one. It was, again, a real pleasure to meet the faces 
behind the names on the list. Great to finally meet Greg Baxter, Ozsoccer guru and all- 
around cool dude. Tony ajm Moran, Farr Postman and honorary Grouse Aussie Shearer. 
David Arnold, the new Versace complete with his 'MCG Welcomes Women’ banner. Andrew 
Howe the numbers man and of course Mark and Malcolm (the Lurker) and all the Bowman 
clan. Dave Marshall and his sons, Snorkel and countless others whose names will come to 
me just after | click the send button...the pub was alive. 


The Bay 23 Boys were out front and getting into fine voice. | was simply too nervous and 
couldn't get to the ground quick enough. The Stallions were there, the Newcastle lads 
turned up. There was singing and banner unfurling in Punt Rd. If there was any doubt in the 
minds of Mr and Mrs Joe Punter in the cars driving past about what World Cup football was 
about, it was slowly gone when they drove past the Arms. 6:00pm ticked past agonisingly 
slowly, 6:30pm and it was time to go. 


The walk to the ground was simply amazing. People were streaming from all directions 
heading for the 'G'. So many Socceroo strips, so much green and gold, so many flags. | 
Outside the ground Dave Marshall spied David Hill and we followed him chanting "David Hill, 
David Hill, David Hill". Being the nuisance he is, Dave shook Mr Hill's hand. 

Secretly | worried about the mental well-being of his boys. Their father was obviously an 
influence, Once inside the ground | was stunned. By 7:00pm the place was a sea of faces. 
Flags waving everywhere, horns trumpeting. New football fans were joining in the chants al 
“Aussie” and “Socceroo, Socceroo, Socceroo” , and appreciating the wit of the other chants 
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With the Bay 23 Boys in Bay M3, this was a moment of victory. There was a moment of 
recognition, that this sport was for real. For this night we would be watching football like they 
do in the rest of the world.... to a packed house with a lot of noise and passion. 

There were tears. The pre-match entertainment was a bit light on but | never noticed. 
The one moment was when they chose to play "You'll Never Walk Alone". Again, the huge 
crowd joined in and it made the hairs on the back of the neck stand up. 


Two skydivers arrived with the Iranian and Australian flags. When the Iranian flag landed, 
the noise was astounding. When the Australian flag landed, the emotions just ran high. 
| felt happy for the old-timers, people like Harry Bowman, people sporting scarves from the 
1978 Socceroos. This was their moment. 


| can't find words to do justice to the emotion of the national anthem. | was in tears while 
singing it, holding my flag high. | have never, ever, heard the anthem sung like that 
anywhere. As the final strains were dying down, | felt something hit the back of my leg and 
then it got a tad warm down there, Let me use this opportunity to plug the durability and 
sturdiness of the Doctor Martin boot, especially in the presence of flares. 

We moved around trying to move away from them and putting out little paper fires along 
the row, Then Mr. Plod of the Vic constabulary taps me on the shoulder and tells me to put 
it out, Dumbfounded | asked "Whaf?". He points at the flare and looked a bit pissed off and 
said "Pul it oul! Now! Step on it!" 


At this point, | can see how high they set the [Q level on the Vic Police entrance exam, 
But what do you do? | stepped on it and it didn't go out. The fire people came and disposed 
of the flares and smoke grenade but not before Harry's seat melted. 


Those first five minutes were the most amazing five minutes | have ever witnessed of any 
football match live or televised. | was on edge, absolutely going faint at the prospect of Iran 
scoring first, blood draining from my head at every missed shot we had, fearful that Australia 
were squandering chances they may regret later. 


After that first onslaught, it became clear that Australia were controlling this match and 
lran were not getting a look in. Bagheri? Who the fuck was he? We had it all over them in 
every department. Don't get me wrong, | was as nervous as hell. Two words come to mind 
when the first goal went in; joy and relief. | turned to Mark and Dave behind me and we went 
ballistic. We lasted out the rest of the half, this time the fear being that an Iranian goal would 
see us into sudden death and see me into hospital with total nervous failure and the horrible 
prospect of CPR from Dave Marshall. 


The celebrations after the second goal were another scene | have frozen in the memory 
bank. This was it! There were hugs all round and tears. We were on our way to France. 


How could we have set ourselves up so much for so great a fall? That was the moment 
all our hearts were laid bare for the football gods to pick out. When it came, that first crappy, 
shitty, crappy, crap, crap, shit, Sunday League, third-rate, under 9, OFFSIDE goal.... The 
horror set in. I'm sure the old-timers felt it straight away, | know the Bay 23 boys felt it. | still 
had a glimmer of hope but when that first goal went in, it was over. When the second went 
in, | sat in my seat dejected. 

Until then | had been in Bay M3 with the Bay 23 boys, Dave was there, Andrew Howe 
was there, the old-timer with the 78 Socceroo scarf who kept tapping me on the shoulder 
and waving his arms around saying "Can you believe this?" was there. Now | was alone. 
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| didn't see the last ten minutes at all. | heard the groans of the crowd. | stared at the 
ground, at my scorched jeans, Docs with the melted shoelaces and covered in phosphoravin 
and red crusty shit from flares and smoke grenades. | just sat and felt so empty. The knol 
in my gut was getting larger. This was my worst nightmare coming true and we were all 
powerless to stop it. | heard a lot of people get up to go so | knew the match was over. 


| couldn't move. | stayed for | don't know how long with my head in my hands. 
The Aussie flag | had waved so emotionally | was now using to wipe my tears. 
When | finally got up to go, | was just too stunned. The new fans had seen what a spectacle 
the game could be on the field. As they left the gound, they saw also, what an effect it could 
have on you if it got under your skin too much, 


On automatic pilot | headed for the Cricketer's Arms. It was shut! KC informed us that 
they had run out of canned beer! We were all just numb, | walked back to Young and 
Jackson's, A 30 minute walk maybe. | couldn't think about why, What was the point? 

We weren't going and that was it. The numbness had already turned to anger for some but | 
was just numb, | walked past the cheering Iranian fans. | walked past the Hilton where 
more fans were singing, They must have known their team was absolutely outclassed but 
so what? We weren't going and that was that. 


Another scene that sticks with me was outside the Royal hotel just along from the 
Cricketer's. Two men came out. One was a typical-looking, tall Croat. {I'd seen guys looking 
exactly like him chanting "Cro-art-zi-ah!" at Sydney United matches, His mate said "Look on 
the bright side, at least England and Croatia made it". The Croat youth, his face drawn, 
turned to his mate with an almost disgusted look on his face, waved his mate away, shook 
his head then turned and walked away. 

It was a poignant moment for me, Sure we all have countries we can turn to by going 
back a generation or two. But who could give a f*ck how Italy or England or Scotland or 
Croatia do when Australia weren't going to be there. | wasn't going to France next year to 
watch Italy. I'm not going to France at all now. 


At Y&J's | met with some of the Bay 23 Boys who | had sat next to. We all swore off the 
sport there and then. No way could we do it for another four years. We had the easiest 
draw ever, with our best coach ever, arquably our best team ever with a packed MCG and a 
knowledgeable, passionate crowd....and still we never made it. How could we ever get the 
chance again. Numbness had turned into disenchantment. Tony Moran wandered in and 
eventually we returned to the Vic. The bar was still open and we had one last drink while 
pondering why? All those plans for the trip of a lifetime next year gone. 


At the end of the night, the person | truly felt sorry for was Harry. Tonight was supposed 
to be for him and people like him. These were the guys who kept the sport alive in Australia 
while nobody in the country gave a damn and the sport was ridiculed by all. The guys thal 
instilled in their sons the enthusiasm to keep it alive. Harry deserved better. 


A bit of gossip for ya... 


Which Socceroo great (recently retired from the international scene) is in the process 
of building a house near Terry Hills Golf Course? This wouldn't be the same playe! 
whose current contract (with his o/s club) expires on June 1, 1998, would it? 
Watch this space..... 
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Australia under Venables - Results/rankings - 1997 


Studs Update - Readers Survey 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Au s 

33 33 34 33 31 32 : 36 F re a4 J Ag . To be honest folks, with all this international action we've simply been too busy to 

46.31 48.03 48.55 49.62 50.70 50.66 50.59 52.53 53.07 52.68 compile ALL the responses. So this is it, your FINAL warning. 

! AND to make it easier we've taken out the questions that are no longer relevant. 
Jan 18 (Melbourne) Optus NewZealand 1-0 Bingley 25 AND for a taster of things 5 ister turn the page 2 
Jan 22 (Brisbane) Optus South Korea 2-1 Bingley 37, Edwards 72 , = : oe 
an (Sydney) Optus Norway 1-0 Hooker 72 
i Hen Mena al Cee Sa eunintrerainegiata? 
WA tees endly Hungary 3-1 A.Vidmar4, 93, Muscat 89 : port an A-League club’ 
Jun 71 (Parramatta) WCq Solomonis 13-0 Mori 2, 15, 37, 55, 82, Aloisi 34, 54, 83, 88, 90. 3a. How often do you attend an Ericsson Cup game? i.e. every week, once a 
ia tik Darton ales ent Foster 69, Tapai 80, Bosnich 95pen fortnight, once a month, only occasionally etc... 
ate) q yan 5-0 edly ge Trimboli 44, 45, Arnold 46, 3b. Do you feel you have an input at the club, either via a supporters club or through 

Jun 17 (Parramatta) WCq Solomonis 6-2 eine 15, babe 17, og 39. Tapai 47, 51, nes php gece League ground you have attended? Why? 

Vidmar 74pen : -L . , ; 
Jun 21 (Parramatta) WCq Tahiti 2-0 Zelic 9, Trimboli 90 5. Which A-League grounds do you rarely/never attend? Why? i.e. admission price, 
a canine he Nee Zealand 3-0 Aloisi 19, A. Vidmar 42, Foster 66 ground facilities, accessibility of venue, safety, standard of soccer 
Oct 1 (Tunis) , friendly uti sake #: ant a are | 6. Has the emergence of Perth Glory in the national league made you feel that your 
Nov 22 (Tehran) WCq Iran 1-1 Kewell 21 i OS club is lagging behind in terms of marketing and spectator appeal? 
Nov 29 (Melbourne) WCq Iran 2-2 Kewell 29, A Vidmar 47 7. What could clubs do to attract you (or your family/fnends) to more games? 
Confederations Cup . 6. When you attend an Ericsson Cup match, do you generally watch the curtain- 
= by isdn ie at 3-1 = Viduka 45, Aloisi 60, Mori 90 raiser? If not, what form of entertainment should be provided? 
aeda rats Grp rab Pits a 9, What can be done to improve the standard of matchday programmes? 
Dec 19 (Riyadh) Sens) Uruguay 1-0 Kewell 92 (golden goal) 10, Are you satisfied with the range of merchandise available at the club shop? 
Dec 21 (Riyadh) Final Brazil 0-6 What items would you like to see introduced? 


Total Record: P19 W14 D3 L2 F49 A15 


11. Are you satisfied with the range of merchandise available in mainstream sports 
stores? What items would you like to see introduced? 





Iran ss Iran «6s Mex) = Braz «= SA ~=—SsOUru—Ss Braz 12. Should an Auckland team be admitted into the A-League? 
13 01 72 Mark Bosnich (Aston Villa, ENG) x x x x A x 13. How man foams should make u , the A-Leaque? : 
16 1272 Zeljko Kalac (Sydney United) Xy y Pp gues 
07 1272 Jason Petkovic (Adelaide City) SS ae ee 
é 18. Should the ‘Superstars of Soccer’ concept be persevered with? 

1403 71 Steve Horvat (Hadjuk SplitCRO) =X x x xy oy Xo056 19. Is Terry Venables’ reputation at risk with reference to transfers of Australian 
; ; 7 here Ahir i SCO) x Xo83 players to Portsmouth? 

3 ex Tobin (Adelaide Ci | | : posi a 
04.07 70 Tony sl ecoere. 0c ce a) ew: eee 20. Given as many facts as we know, what punishments should have been handed 
211260 Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) x Xy x xy out to Sydney United, South Melbourne or any other club which is found guilty of 

| i being unable to control their supporters at matches? 
1608 72 Stan Lazaridis (W. Ham, ENG)so58 =X x X X X x 21. Were you satisfied the performance of the Soccer Australia board over the past 
= a . eens ee (Sth'pton, ENG) Xo58 X081 Xyost Xo75 twelve months? If no, why not? 

1 Kevi t(v , : yy : 
4160871 Matthews Ghithey (ries stead JAP) oe ny pape 22. Is the coverage of soccer in the media adequate/inadequate? 
06-03-67 Robert Hooker (Sydney United) 6046 " 23. Which peeieev ong sone should be available in addition to the scores? 
i.e. corners, free kicks, woodwor 
15 0469 Graig Foster (Portsmouth, ENG) x x x x x x x 24. Should SocAus insist on all senior and youth team shirts having the player's 
040771 Ned Zelic (Auxerre, FRA) x x x x x x | 7 
03 ee | Y x name on the back? 
y es 2 pier bali Sloped SPA) Ko58 Xo81 Xo46 Xo061 so7S XoB2 Xo30 25. Where do you receive your information on soccer? 
-tnie Tapai (Pe so58y so81 so81 so61 Ne ge ae . Se ; 

10 1275 Josip Skoko (Hajduk Split, CRO) e x wane Le. television (sbs), soccer publications, radio, daily newspapers 


26. Which of the above provides the best coverage? 


091075 Mark Viduka (Croatia Zagreb,CRO) xX x Xo73. Xo91  soB7 =X XR24 27. Which of the above need to really lift their game? 


és a8 af Setar aca ee Mince JAP) Ad a a9h s 28. lf you could ask David Hill one question, what would it be? 

: & ¥ | fn, F so so a ¥ : + : : 
0502 76 John Aloisi (Portsmouth, ENG) x X69 Xo87 — 29. Do you believe the A-League clubs are doing as much as they can to urge youn 
30 07 77 Damian Mori (Adelaide City) $073 so69y Xo67 players to remain in Australia? 


30. What features would you like to see remain/deleted/introduced in Studs Up? 











"Excuse me David, could | ask you something?" 


Q28 was always likely to offer some interesting responses but we weren't quite 
prepared for some of the following. But the list has begun, so if anyone out there 
runs into Dave over the coming weeks ask him if he's drafted any responses yet... 
Are there any women's toilets at the national stadium in Iran ? 


Why aren't you including Tasmania in your A-League plans? 


Do you think SocAus is failing in getting its message over to the soccer mad Asian 
community? (as they appear to be conspicuous by their absence at A-League matches) 


Would you like to be chairman of Oceania ? 


When are we going to see and hear more to publicise the game on a regular daily basis 
(at least in the playing season) through main media outlets? 


What's it like losing a FIFA vote 172-1 ? 

lf SA were able to switch Ericsson Cup coverage from SBS to a commercial (or ABC) TV 
channel in a bid to expand the audience and improve the awareness of the competition 
when this would happen ? Also, would you be able to avoid having to bow to the demands 
of TV on how the game should be presented? 

What are you trying to achieve for soccer? 

Do you get a Christmas card from Charlie Dempsey every year ? 


How come my train is only ever on time when I'm running late? 


When are you going to formulate a plan to get a community based Geelong team in the 
Ericsson Cup? 


When is Soccer Australia going to have an effective presence on the Internet? 
Why did you give ‘Countdown’ the arse? 


Do you think Bananas in Pyjamas should be part of the Soccer Australia board in order to 
attract more kids to the game? 


Are you happy with the level of success the Optus pay TV deal has had in bringing new 
supporters to games, generating interest in our code of football and in preventing supporters 
of teams from watching away games as pay TV still has such little area coverage? 

Did it really hurt you when | slide tackled you 15 years ago (from Chris Dunkerley) 


Will you try for Asian membership again or is Peter Velappan just a reverse Pauline 
Hanson? 


Who do you support? 

What's it like having to deal with idiots? 

Who does your hair? 

Is Joao Heivylunge really a senile, old, waterpolo - playing, power-hungry bastard ? 


Do you think Cesare Maldini looks like Iggy Pop ? 





Mission 2000 - The project is underway 
1997 ended with more good news. The Olyroos will be pitting their skills against Brazil's 
Olympic squad in a three match series in March. See ‘Look out for... for dates and venues 
Curiously, the tournament has been put together (according to the SocAus press release) 
due to the initiative of SBS-TV and “has been made possible with the involvement of Rivkin 
Entertainment and Nati Promotions in conjunction with Soccer Australia." Hmmm. 


Okay then, who are we going to see in March? Well the Brazilian squad is anybody's 
guess but Australia have named a preliminary squad of thirty players. Stay tuned... 


Goalkeepers 
121078 Adam Brodbeck (Wollongong) 141077 Joe Didulica (Melb Knights) 
26 06 78 Danny Milosevic (Preussen Munster, GER) 


Defenders 

23 06 77 Hayden Foxe (Arminia Bielefeld, GER) 0607 77 Con Blatsis (South Melb) 

26 07 77 Noel Spencer (Wollongong) 12 02 76 Ivan Zelic (Canberra) 

08 07 79 Simon Colosimo (Carlton) 08 03 77 Levant Osman (Gippsland) 

170478 Tansel Baser (South Melbourne) 02 0478 Jacob Burns (Sydney United) 
020278 Dean Culina (Sydney United) 


Midfielders 

08 03 78 Lucas Neill (Millwall, ENG) 

1303 77 Matthew Bell (Brisbane) 
231078 Archie Thompson (Gippslaned) 
160877 Kasey Wehrman (Brisbane) 
180477 Bill Damianos (South Melbourne) 
22 0279 Brett Emerton (UTS Olympic) 


27-9999 Ante Seric (Hajduk Split, Cro) 
030977 Stephen Laybutt (Brisbane) 
0901 80 Nick Sabljak (Adelaide City) 
05 1079 Vince Grella (Carlton) 
05 08 80 Jason Culina (Sydney United) 


Forwards 

22 0978 Harry Kewell (Leeds United, ENG) 270677 Michael Curcija (South Melb) 
1407 78 Peter Buljan (Canberra) 

06 01 80 Travis Dodd (Adelaide City) 
231177 Carlos Gonzales (UTS Olympic) 


0107 78 Kosta Salapasidis (Ad City) 
1207 77 Clayton Zane (Newcastle) 


pm eh pe dh a td a | 

Olympic trivia number one 

Did you know that in the 1912 Olympic qualifiers, Germany defeated Russia 17-(), 
Nup, neither did we. We didn't know G5 Fuchs scored 10 goals,either! 
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There are three Asian club sides booked into the NSWSF academy for 
January preseason training sessions. One of them is Matt Bingley's 
Vissel Kobe side which also includes Swiss international Thomas Bickel. 
A number of trial games have been organised with 
local club sides. 
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Note: Contributions can be e-mailed to: studsup@ozemail.com.au 
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Did that REALLY matter? 


NOVEMBER 

1 - Ante Milicic scores NAC Breda's second goal in the 2-0 home win over Graafschap. 

8 - Harry Kewell is on target in Leeds' 4-3 win over Derby. His streak has started.... 

14 - socAus confirms that some locally-based Socceroos will be appearing for their clubs 
(Perth, Sydney Utd) this weekend. Raul Blanco says “! am disappointed that, on the eve of 
this crucial World Cup match, the request we made was not agreed to by all of the clubs. 
With the potential prospect of a 24-hour trip to Tehran for one of the most important ever 
Socceroo matches we felt it was important to prepare the players this weekend." 

15 - Joe Spiteri scores the ‘go-ahead’ goal in Sturm Graz's 3-1 win at Admira Wacker 

20 - The Knights announce that Iran will train at Somers St during their stay in Melbourne. 
22 - |t had to happen sometime. Carlton lose their first match in the Ericsson Cup, 0-1 at 
home to UTS Olympic. In Holland, Ante Milicic is on target again as NAC defeat Fortuna 
Sittard 3-1 

23 - Sydney United stay two points clear at the top despite being held to a 1-1 draw by 
Marconi al Parramatta. The crowd is a disappointing 6,363. 

28 - A sign of things to come? 24 hours before Australia takes on Iran at the MCG, South 
Melbourne lead Wollongong 3-0 but two goals from the visitors in the last twenty minutes 
provides the spectators with an absorbing finish. 

30 - Goals from Mitchell and Saad secure all three points for Sydney United (at Adelaide 
sharks) to send them three points clear at the top after Perth Glory go down 1-2 in 
Gippsland, |t is the Falcons’ first win since round one. 


DECEMBER 

7 - The Australian Schoolboys team kicks off their international tour with a 3-1 win over New 
Zealand in Auckland. 

5 - Time to get out the record books as Wollongong slaughter Canberra 8-0. Scott 
Chipperfield scores four times for a season total of nine after ten rounds. 

6 - SocAus places national newspaper advertisements calling for “applications from 
Australia's soccer clubs to became part of the excitement that is the Ericsson Cup." 

Pablo Cardozo scores his 10th of the season as Adelaide Sharks earn a 1-1 draw at high- 
flying Carlton in front of a dreadful crowd of just 2708. And Rod Brown edges closer to that 
record with the only goal as Brisbane edge out UTSO 1-0 at Suncorp. 

7 - Joao Mavelange officially confirms what SU told its readers months ago; all 200 national 
federations will receive S1million per year for the next four years. In addition, each 
confederation will receive 310million for development purposes. Remember that centre 
they're going to set up in Auckland? You know, the one the other Oceania members are 
grumpy about... 

SocAus says that they have received two new applications from consortiums interested in 
joining the Ericsson Cup, The first is Northern Spirit, headed by ex-Marconi president (and 
arch-rival of Tony Labbozzetta) Remo Negorotto and likely to have Graham Arnold at the 
helm. The second is Seahawks, headed by John Thompson. They would most likely play at 
Brookvale Oval. 

Meanwhile back in this season's Ericsson Cup Adelaide City whack five past Marconi without 
reply. Darnian Mori notches a hat-trick with John Gibson snaring the other two. All action in 
Perth as well with five goals, five bookings and fifteen thousand witnesses as the Glory 
pump the Lakers 4-1, 

9 - Mark Bosnich keeps a clean sheet as Aston Villa defeat Steaua Bucharest 2-0 and 
advance to (he quarter finals of the UEFA Cup, 

10 - The Los Angeles Lakers tell South Melbourne it's time to change their logo. 
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41-West Ham United announce they will be setting up two soccer academies in Australia, 
one in Perth (based at Kingsway Olympic) and the other in Sydney (based at Blacktown) 
Carl Veart transfers from Crystal Palace to Millwall for 100,000 pounds, Ex-Socceroo 
Robbie Dunn tells the Melbourne Herald Sun that he thinks Ken Worden is the best local 
man to succeed Venables. 7 

42 - Portsmouth striker John Durnin goes public with what (apparently) a lot of people are 
thinking privately: "....1 think we can concentrate a lot better when he is not around. The club 
seems to run a lot smoother and | think the gaffer (Terry Fenwick) finds it a lot easier when 
Venables is not here. He can be a distraction.” | 

43 - The Melbourne Herald Sun names its top three soccer stars of the year: 1. Venables, 2. 
Kewell, 3. Lazaridis. Honorable mention to Frank Farina. 

44 - SocAus announces that Terry Venables has agreed to continue as Soccerco coach 
when his current contract expires in July 1998. League leaders Sydney United crash 0-3 at 
South Melbourne with John Anastasiadis scoring all three goals, Further details elsewhere 
in this issue. The Wollongong revival continues with a 3-0 win in Perth. And yep, 
Chipperfield is on the scoresheet again. 

46 - Khodadad Azizi is named Asian Player of the Month, You probably know why, 

Saudi Arabia are named Team of the Month 

20 - Referee Brett Hugo reckons Rod Brown is bundled over inside the box unfairly. 

it is a significant moment in NSL history. Brown composes himself to despatch the penalty 
into the top corner and thus becomes the NSL's all-time leading goalscorer with 134 goals, 
surpassing John Kosmina's record. Brown removes his Brisbane shirt to reveal a specially 
made 134! shirt. Hugo books Brown for removing his playing shirt. 

SocAus also announces that Damian Mor''s official goal tally so far this season is six, with 
Mori previously being incorrectly credited with a round (wo goal against Perth. The actual 
scorer was Kosta Salapasidis. | 

21 - Carlton host South Melbourne in a great day for Melbourne soccer. Great weather, 
great game, five goals, heaps of controversy, a red card... Oh yeah, South won 3-2 and 
displaced Carlton from second spot on the table. Eddie Krncevic was not amused by the 
officiating. Neither were the SU crew... . | 
24 - Could be all the Christmas cheer, but the Melbourne Major Events corporation reveals it 
would like to bid (with SocAus of course) for the hosting rights to the 2010 World Cup. 
MME boss Ron Walker says he has spoken to Hill and Wran and has "formally written to 
them asking for a committee to be formed to pursue this". Um, excuse me, but can we 
concentrate on the Olympics first please? 

27 - Marconi temporarily move into the top six with a 2-1 home win over Newcastle. 

28 - Sydney United retain top spot with an excellent 2-0 win in Perth. South Melbourne 
demolish Ad City 4-1 to remain on their heels while Carlton (1-3 losers in Wollongong) and 
Perth are now eight points behind the leaders. 


JANUARY . | 
5 - Canberra stun even themselves by defeating UTS Olympic 8-1. No doubt Nick Guoth will 
tell us all about it in SU29.... | 

§ - German club 1860 Munich says they have agreed to sign Ned Zelic (from Auxerre) to fill - 
according to coach Werner Lorant - a “central midfield role”. The deal is expected to see 
him signed up until the end of the 1999-2000 season. Media reports put the transfer fee al 
around $440,000. It will be Zelic's third German club following spells with Borussia Dortmund 
and Eintracht Frankfurt. 

7 - Adelaide City - aided by a Damian Mori hat-trick - thump Newcastle 4-0 to move into third 
place on the table, five points behind Sydney United. Ad City have three games in hand 

8 - SocAus announces that SBS’ ‘Ericsson Cup' and ‘On the Ball’ programs are candidates in 
the Most Popular TV Sports Program category for the TV Week Logie Awards, Also, that 
game against Iran has been nominated in the Most Popular Sports Event of the Yeat 





Get the book out! 
Red card to FIFA for not including the Confederations Cup results in their calculations for 
the December FIFA rankings. Not only did it rob Australia of a higher ranking for December, 
it may well have cost us a chance of winning the ‘Best Mover of the Year’ award. It seems 
remarkable that FIFA were unable to at least include the early results of the tournament in 
their calculations. It's not as if they had to wait for the referee's report to be faxed to Zurich 
or anything, 

But is there a hidden agenda’ Was it politically correct to manufacture a way for 
Yugoslavia to earn a tangible reward for their progress since re-admission? Especially since 
Croatia won the same award in 1994. Look, we know this is being a bit petty perhaps, but a 
glance at the table below might give you some idea of what was possible.... 


Note: The formula used to decide the ‘Mover of the Year is to take their December 1996 
rating (not ranking) and multiply by the number of points ‘gained' during 1997. 





Pts atend of 1997 Pts gained in 1997 Index value 
1. Yugoslavia 56.90 17.05 969.97 
2. Bosnia 30,98 22.63 700.97 
3. Iran 47.10 14.10 663.93 
4 Peru 51.70 11.51 595,06 
5, Korea 54.35 10.30 959.75 
9. Australia 52.66 9.68 510.06 


Now lols assume for a minute that by beating Mexico and drawing with Brazil we picked 
up five points (pretty likely given the status of the tournament and the ratings of those 
teams). 

Australia's index value would be 846.74 (57.68 x 14.68). Let's also assume that Oz would 
pick up another 2.5 points for the loss to Saudi Arabia and the semi final win over Uruguay. 
The index value then rises to 1016.77 (59.18 x 17.18). Obviously the heavy loss to Brazil 
would dent that index value somewhat, but maybe Oz picked up more points in the earlier 
matches then we have allowed for. 


It seems a pity Oz has been denied the opportunity to perhaps win this honour, 

Since the award was introduced in 1993 the winners have been Colombia, Croatia, Jamaica 
and South Africa. Four different countries from four different continents. 

But even if Australia didn't earn enough points to win any awards, the whole point of this 
whinge is this: Why announce the Player/Team/Coach/Mover/Wanker of the Year before the 
year is complete? It's almost as stupid as Oceania announcing the Player of the Decade in 
1996. 


Yellow card to FIFA for their choice of goalkeeper in the Mastercard All-Star side at the 
Confederations Cup. Mark Bosnich was unquestionably the outstanding goalkeeper of the 
tournament despite conceding six in the final. FIFA, in their wisdom, decided that 
Mohammed Al-Deayea was deserving of selection in the Mastercard All-Star team, ignoring 
the fact he has conceded eight in the opening two games (against Brazil and Mexico) to 
effectively end the Saudis tournament. Let's see how many clubs line-up for the Arab's 
signature, ely? 


Red card lo Mark Viduka to match the one he picked up after twenty-five minutes in the final 
of the CC for a totally meaningless assault on the knee of Cafu. 
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Yellow card to Channel Seven for slotting in advertisements DURING play in the early 
phase of the Confederations Cup. Thankfully (ar perhaps not!) the final was given the 
treatment it deserved. 


Yellow card to whoever authorised the late sale of the 3,000 seats closest to the boundary 
The result was a vast number of Iranian fans sitting within shouting distance of their heroes, 
when they all should have been shown the stairs to the top of the Pensford (Western) Stand. 
It brought back memories of 1993 when the Argies fans stormed their way to the halfway line 
opposite the television cameras, giving viewers the odd sight of a sea of blue and white at an 
Australian home match. Can we PLEASE get it right in 20017 PLEASE? 


Yellow card to SBS for their editorial comments after the Iran match at the MCG. 


In particular we must mention Andrew Orsatti who couldn't resist the temptation at the post- 
match press conference to demand some resignations. He didn't seem to care who, as long 
as he got a scalp. David Hill has made no secret of his desire to attract commercial 
television coverage of both international and domestic football and his success in attracting 
the Seven Network to cover the Confederations Cup has certainly brought SBS's true 
colours to the fore. With Australia missing out on the World Cup finals, SBS have seen a 
guaranteed windfall disappear down the gurgler. Having said all of that there is no excuse for 
the SBS approach to the Confederatons Cup where hardly a mention of the tournament was 
made during the week long event. 


Yellow card to John Economos, chief soccer writer for A&BSW. While Australia was 
playing its most important game since Gough was in charge, HE was sitting in a car 
somewhere in Malaysia listening to a relayed call of the game on a mobile phone! 
Does anyone really care why? Nah, didn't think so... 


Yellow card ...and while we're on the subject of AGBSW, Australia has just beaten Mexico 
and held Brazil to a draw and whaddaya reckon they put on the cover? A story on Mehmet 
Durakovic, currently wowing them (apparently) in Malaysia and out of the green and gold 
since Antofagasta. Mind you, they managed to squeeze a couple of short match reports on 
to page 2 before returning to more waffle from the Malaysian biro of Economos, and further 
on - the piece de resistance - yet another full page of Malaysian-based dialogue backing on 
to a double page colour centre spread full of John’s holiday snaps with a few barely relevant 
player profiles from (you guessed it) the Malaysian league. Oh well, at least the Oz v Brazil 
match got a quarter of a page..... 

Hang on a minute. An update is required here. The following week's issue should have 
carried a full on report of something that happened over there, right? Shit! We made the 
final! Okay, let's have a look. Can you believe there Is nothing (save for a short piece in 
‘Good Oil' about the non-use of Trimboli) until page 17! Hmmm... That's worth a RED 


And while on the subject of soccer journalists (!?!), we just gotta give a Yellow Card to 
Ray Gatt (or is it his sub-editor?) for running the prominent article ‘Victoria refuse to endorse 
Hill’ in ‘The Australian'on December 19. Yep, that's right, just as Australia was stunning the 
world with their exploits in the Confederations Cup, Ray Gatt decides the time is right to 
advise the public that the VSF won't be endorsing David Hill and his board. 

Hey! Surprise, Surprise! Anyone who didn't already know that probably doesn't care, and 
going on the recent record of the VSF, who'd want their bloody endorsement anyway? 


Finally, if this wasn't so serious..... 

SU rang the VSF the other day, hoping to get a finalised fixture list for the Premier 
League which kicks off in two weeks time. "Sorry" says the girl on the other end of the 
phone. "Can't help you until Monday". But hang on a minute, didnt | see some fixtures in 
other publications? “Yes, but the administrator won't be in until Monday. If you want details 
of round one you'll need to ring the clubs or the papers you saw the fixtures in". Well, cart 
add anything to that, can we? 


nn mes eee er 


) at . IB dd | SITTER! The New Zealand soccer fanzine - Issue 22 now available 
| 1 1F : : c ald sUCtCe! bale “joo. ee 
IB Ul : © tt (UD )»O) ait ¢ Features: Why is Joe McGrath being frozen oul of the 1999 U/17 preparations? Rex 

Dawkins Interview, Why the Ericsson Cup needs Auckland (by Paul Moon) and the usual 
seis meetnmacnataat tema iinet teh ase ina natasha brilliant round-up up of everything else KeeWeo, For more details contact: 


| : Bruce Holloway, 11 Thames St, Hamilton. Ph: 64 07 855-0522 
ll be available... aaa teats 














The Score - A one-off fanzine Ma’ sii or E-mail: (new address) bhollow@iconz.co.nz 
Spotted around the Cricketers Arms (and elsewhere) on 'that' day was a neat little StocsastasSSSeseSslessesSSSeSsSSSseeeee 
one-off fan-zine from Dan and Jim Murphy titled ‘The Score’. For those interested in The Farr Post - Issue 15 now available 
such souvenirs the lads can be contacted at: ‘aaa Features: Excellent Peter Tokesi interview and general full-blown analysis of exactly why 
P O Box 82, Seacliff Park SA 5049 or E-mail: djmurphy32@hotmail.com Brisbane Strikers are crap this season. There's even a shock admission (from a 
Queenslander) that Frank Farina deserved to get serl olf! As usual, an excellent read for 
Sseseese2 2525 s=S=5SSS SSS sss anyone interested in soccer up north, especially the state league. Contact Tony Moran al’ 
‘ i " Sports Print, P O Box 478, Bulimba, Qld 4174 of E-mail: ajm@world.net 
loos @head - A fanzine with a difference and Issue 16 as well 
Well, as the sub-title says: Rugby League, punk rock and community vs. big business ! Yep, while we took so long getting SU26 out, Tony and co, were busy getting TFP16 out! 
A belated but necessary plug for this one. Volume 1 Issue 1 arrived a few weeks ago and | Features: Peter Tokesi interview Part ?, An evening wilh Norman Whiteside, and so much 
most of the SU crew were impressed by the excellent range of thought-provoking articles - overseas news you won't have fo loave the country! You know the drill by now. 
including ‘How the Nazis banned French Rugby League’ - and the healthy splash of humour. | SHeteaa tame etre ss Se seaResSeaesSSSSSsSsaS= 
Like SU, totally in b&w but has plenty of pictures and drawings and photographs and logos Do you know anyone upset al nol receiving a Studs Up? 
and all thal plus the funniest (in a weird way) back page we've seen in ages. The editor is | Reape Fi | 
Criag John Wilson and he can be contacted at P O Box 219 Newtown 2042. The cover 
price was {2 so if you send him some stamps I'm sure he'll send you something . : 
* a P Ci i WAL TT RTALOL thier sli fy Ws “IL send 'em z f 2ebiLe, 
Late news: Issue two was expected to be out around Xmas and was likely to include a | A Peak rete ete : 4 : si oe 1h writs he Ps = Was gadis his time 
feature on the whole issue of role/models. Should be a hoot in the wake of the Noa Nadruku H ata ER ne ee ee : AE Se : ern i Li alehecedendie Ao 
Hair’ See hebesesessEsnssesss= 
— | And finally, anyone who visited during, THAT weekend will surely recommend 
| 9) Elizabeth St, Melbourne 
Half-year Memberships Available at C as ie 
y ip arlton. Ph: (03) 9621-1211 lax: (03) 9621-1383 


After not quite(!) reaching their pre-season target of 10,000 memberships, Cariton have 
decided to launch a mid-season membership drive with adult membership from $50 and 
junior membership at $15. Carlton have also launched the Official Carlton SC Collection, 
which features a range of club merchandise. For further info check out the Carlton web site 
at: www.carltonsoccer.com.au or ring the club on (03) 9389-6213 and they'll be happy to 


If you still haven't been in touch then your not really interested in soccer books! 
Stop Press! Just in! New arrivals (and old favourites) 
Les Ferdinand - $45, Stan Bowles - $40, Diego Maradona - $40, Dave Bassett - $40, 
Alex Ferguson - $45, David Ginola - $45, lan Rush - $45, Eric Cantona - $15, 














send you one of their VERY impressive brochures. Other clubs take note please... Kevin Keegan - $45, Chris Waddle - $45, Fever Pitch - $17, History of WA Soccer - $20 
eee SSS esses SSS SSSSSS=SSS=5>>=— 
SessassesnrrsesssssSSSS SSS SSS 8558S 5S 55S SSS=== Stu ds Up date . The ULTIM ATE Tipp’ ing Com eti tion 
#%%* Stat heads read this *** After THAT game we took pity on those who didn't get a tip in for Round 19 and gave ‘em 


Brazil. This time we won't be so generous. Same rules, 10 pts for the winner, 6 for second, 


Soccer NSW is looking to compile an archive/database of all former NSW players 
3 for a semi final spot, Selections by January 31 please. Usual address or email to 


from 1957 to the present day, Details are sketchy at this stage but regular SU : 
| contributor Greg Stock is helping out with the project and is keen to hear from po ee 
| ce Aa pa abi sacred compen Rd 19: Confed Cup — ~ Rd 20: Gold Cup Rd 21: 4th Asia 
Greq can be contacted either via Studs Up or via the OzSoccer internet site. TOTAL 
aie Kevin Christopher (114) Brazil (10) Brazil/USA Cameroon 
**** Net heads read this **** Bhupinder Rai (97) Brazil (10) 
The Marconi Stallions webpage is at: http://www.pip.com.au/~clubmarconi/ Lance Librandi(76) —_ Brazil (10) 
| Anthony Fensom (70) Brazil (10) | | ¥ 
38 Harry Georgiadis (69) Brazil (10) Mexico/Brazil Tunisia 
jee 2 eH H SSS SS SSSSSeeSSSSeSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS=SS === 
And remember!!! All first time Internet-users simply must go straight to 


http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
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Look out for... 


JANUARY 

Ericsson Cup Highlights 

Round 16 Jan 16-18 sydney Utd v Carlton Melb Knights v South Melb 
Round 17 Jan 23-25 sydney Utd v Adelaide City Perth v Brisbane 

Round 15 Jan 30- Brisbane v Sydney Utd Adelaide City v Carlton 


23 - Victorian Premier League kicks off - Port Melbourne hosting Sunshine. KO:8.30pm 


24/25/26 - English FA 4th round - Highlights: Man City v West Ham, Coventry v Derby, 
Crystal Palace v Leicester, Portsmouth or Aston Villa v West Brom or Stoke. 
Yeah, that's the highlights! 


FEBRUARY 

1-15 - Concacaf Gold Cup (in USA) - Don't forget your tip! (see Bulletin Board) 
Group One - Brazil, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica 

Group Two - Honduras, Mexico, Trinidad 

Group Three - Costa Rica, Cuba, USA 

7-28 - 1998 African Nations Cup Finals (in Burkino Faso) - Don't forget your tip! 
Group A - burkino Faso, Cameroon, Algeria, Guinea 

Group B - ‘Togo, Congo DR, Ghana, Tunisia 

Group © - South Africa, Angola, Ivory Coast, Namibia 

Group D - Zambia, Morocco, Egypt, Mozambique 

7-15 - Optus World Series 

Sat, Feb 7 - Japan v South Korea; Australia v Chile (Melbourne) 

Wed, Feb 11 - Chile v Japan; Australia v South (Sydney) 

Sun, Feb 15 - South Korea v Chile, Australia v Japan (Adelaide) 

See next issue for the preview you won't read anywhere else! 


27 - Queensland Premier League kicks off. Opening round fixtures: 
Fri (7:30) Wynnum v Ipswich Knights 

Fri (7:30) Taringa Rovers v Brisbane City 

sun (2:45) Rochedale Rovers v Bundaberg Waves 

Sun (2°45) Brisbane Lions v Mt Gravatt 

sun (2:45) Gold Coast City v Beenleigh 


MARCH 

3 - Mark Bosnich gets another stage for heroics when Aston Villa meet Atletico Madrid in a 
UEFA Cup quarter final. And will Ned Zelic take the park for Auxerre against Lazio? 
Olyroos v Brazil - Three Match Series 

Sun, March 15- Perth Oval; Thurs, Mar19-Hindmarsh; Sat, March ?1-TBA 


MAY 

1/ - Oceania Football Confederation Congress (in Brisbane) 

23-31 - Euro U-21 Championships - Semi finalists qualify for 2000 Olympic finals 

1/4 final draw: Holland v Romania, Germany v Greece, Spain v Russia, Norway v Sweden 
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